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T7 OO? Me 
The truly Religious; and 
my much honoured, . 

the Lady Vachel of 
Coly neer Reding. - 


; Madam! 
EERAT i no mean privileage. to. b 
SE be born of godly Parents, .. 
TW x | ſmh who are, ſtedfaſt 
= ;n the faith; for although 
Grace be no more (ex traduce) by ira-, 
dation from our Anceſtors then our 
owls, but both. immediately from  . 
God, yet (beſides the benefit of their ' i (* 
prayers ) their Godly examples , and * 
[heir Religious care in the eaucation of. 
their elite , have (by :Gods bleſ- 
lng) 4 wonderful influence 1p moul-. 
| we ther, hearts tavards Godlinef. 
IThe faireſt Gem in Solomons Crown 
{ A 3 4s 


e Epiltle Dedicatory, 


w4s the ſpecial care which his Parents 

had to teach him to know God and his 

Law, It was Timothies great ad- 

vantage that his Mother and Grand-| 

mother were ſo famons for Religion «x 

in this great Priviledge few perſons] uy 

of your rank are greater [harers then} } 

Sir Fran- 
eisKnollys Your ſelf, Tour Grandfather , an 
Knight Exile (with his Family ) for Religion 
_ in thoſe bloody days of Outen Mary 
Treaſu- 4nd an eminent Inftrument in that; C 
xer ofthe happy Reformation in the time offhhe . 


_ and D8u:en Elizabeth . whoſe name thy: ge 


Councel- yer emment in Forain parts , and they 
lor to Q: 79 leſs precious at home for his manyhwity 


_ good ſervices done to the Church of lax | 


Sir God, After him your late dear Fas 'c 
Ir Fran- 1. | 
cis Knot. ther » of whom I may ſay as they: 
hs. * Learned Zanchy ſaith of Williams 
p22. Lanrgrave of Heſſen , that he wah 
'  Optimi parentis , Optimus filiusFþz7e 
the moſt Religious Son of a moſt Revhaken 
ligious Father , who was the vriateſifant 1 
Countenancer of Religion , and cheed , 
riſher of Religions men in thoſe partihf hi 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


all his" time ; whoſe pains and purſe 
were never ſpared for their encou- 
ragement and defence , even in the 
"| worſt of times, as is yet very well re- 
Leembred with thankful hearts by ma- 
#y who bleſs bis memory. The piows 
labors of divers eminent Miniſters of Pw 
> an} Chriſt, whom he cheriſhed under his Dc The 
$wize, give the world a taſte how much Taylor. 
# owes to his memory, How great 
ay his care was to inftrut# his children in 
The Faith , may be ſeen by their car- 


Ariage in the Church of God, when 

and\they were grown up to riper. ya. 
WW itneſs him who whileſt "he © wed, Sir Sram 
cis Knot. 


lys your 
brother. 


_ 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | 
their vertues as well "as their poſſeſfief. the 
etrs..! Tour Ladiſhip might be my next; you; 


great. inſtance , who have ſo well im tem 
preved, thoſe Principles.- of Religiow par: 
inſtilld 4p. your edytation , that your, is b: 


Piety, Charity, and. Religlows Governs| in 
ment of. your Ramily. (1-nay, call it in plat 


Cart?.." $he Aptliles\Language, The' Ghurcbiny ma: 
"..\:.1y0ur houſe) may be a pattern; to Poſter and 
_ rity , mbich will. not. readily'be. token} Goa 


out... 1 muſt. not take yn.all-that might} ted 
be (poken, but conſider. mbat your Lavy [ma 
d;ſhip. will be willipg-$y hear + Who-inf the 
this,. 45..4u. your quhole. courſe ;' bawth wor. 
Y Propoled ger Saviour, for your exam han 
.-, ple, who when he. had fone any great 


- 


'--" :work commanded thens.#ot to publiſh} "0 


it, . It 6 mnch more. delightful tal thi, 
your  Ladiſhip to do good; then toy heary cen 
of it.when you have done it. \Whatithe 
benefits. and\ advantages of. inftrutt+ 
ing. Families are, I'\heve' endeauored 

Fo Jus in this faflewing Exhortate 
01, and being importnned t6.communi 
cate it to mine own charze,1 have wa ' 

tne. 


tfftn | 
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the hamble confidence to put it under 


next. your Ladiſhips name ; for which. at- 


1 


010M 


\ hean: 
9 4 
rrCt4 
vorea 
wa 
"13,11 


take 


tempt I the rather hope to gain your 
pardon, becauſe all that is ſaid here, 


A 15 but a tranſcript of your own prattice 


in your Family, You will finde it 
plain, ( ſo arethe people for whom it is 
mainly intended ) but 1 hope honeſt, 
and [utable tothe minde of God, Sa 
God may have glory, his people commite 
ted to my truſt advantage, and this 
ſmall tetimony of my thankfulneſs for 
the many real expreſſions of your fa- 
vors may finde acceptance at your 


hands, he hath his ends, who is 


From my ſtudy 
in Tredington 
this 7 of De- 
cember 1658. 


Madam, 


Your Ladiſhips 
much obliged Nephew, 


and moſt humble ſcryant 


William Durham, 
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—— 


My well nd Friends 
" Neighbours the 
Inhabitants of the Pa- 

riſh of Tredington. 


Grace and Peace in Feſus Chriſt, 


BELOVED?! 
| S Hat which was the hearts gem. 
Y deſire of the Apoſtle, and 1. . I 
8 prayer to God for Ifrael, is - 
SLANT $*% mine for you, thax you 
may be faved. "That wiſe God, who in 
kis Providence hath ſet me over you in 
things pertaining to. your ſouls, hath 
(chroug ugh Grace) made me.in ſome mea- _ 
e ſenſible of the weight of mine im- 
ploymen;, and the excellency: of thoſe 
committed to my truſt. Were your 
fogls like thoſe of inferiour ae: 
. © only 


x Pet.r. 
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only as ſalt to preſerve your bodies from 
putrefa&tion, and did they die rogether 
with you, it were more excuſable, if you 
were leſs curious in the cultivating of 
them : but fince they are immortal, and 
mult live, when theſe 'hoyſes of clay are 
diſſolved, and that nothing is a propor- 
tionable price for them but that blood/of 
God, itconcerns us highly-to take care 
what will become of them} when we £0 
hence, and ſhall be feen no.more- The 
great*parc of a Chriftians portion lies 
in reverſion; that which we enjoy here 
(though. full of inward comfort) .z510- 
thing in compariſon of what we expect. 
There's an inheritance in Heaven, which 
is 1ncorruptible , undefiled, &c. whoſe 
worth the tongue of men and "Angels 


| cannot. expreſs.; for the obtainment - 


of this - glorious. inheritance I (daily) 
bow my : knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt on your behalf; and 
that he would grant you according t0 
the riches of his glory, tO be ſtrength- 
neg with might: by. bis Spitir .in the _in- 
ward man, that Chrilt may dwell in your 
hearts by faith, that you may know the. 
loye of Chriſt which-paſſeth knowledge , 
that ye may be filfd with all the ac” 
| Po 


to Family-Inſtruffion, _ 2 
of God, and (in a word) that your _ 
Touls may proſper through the know- Job. 19+ 
ledpg-of the only true God, and Jeſus 3 
C hriſt whom he hath ſent, becauſe this is 
life erernal. This is the main end and 
aim; as of all that pains 1 have other- 
wiſe taken amohs you , fo of this fol- 
lowirg-exhortation which was former- 
ky made to you ih publique : That your 
hearts' which ſeemed much warmed 
thereby to a ready compliance with your 
duty, may not grow chill and cold a- 
gain, I have been incuced by the per- 
Frafion' of ſome of your felves and 0- 
thers, to ſuffer this Exhortation to be 
wade publique” for your benefit ; that 
every one of you may have' ſomething 
by you that may help to quicken him 
tro 'the petting: the knowledg of the: 
Principles' of Religion ; which T have - 
cherather inclined-ro, becauſe (as you 
know) fince this was delivered to you, 
God has ſhaken 'me- by! the ſhoulder | 
once" and"again ; 'and' ſheiyet me that? <®*: 
my bones are not'braſs, not iy finews* 
ron, ſo far thatTeven deſpair*d of life,- 
and ſeemed to have the ſenrence of death 
paſſed againſt me. * How long God” 
may pleaſe to: reprieve me” to' be further” 
"FX ſervice. 
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ſerviceable to your.faith, is known t9 
him alone. I would willingly leave 
ſomething as a pledge of my tender 
affe&ions to you in Chriſt Jeſus ; that 
when. this tabernacle of my fleſh ſhall 
be taken down, you may have a faith. 
full Remembrancer with you, to minde 
you of that which is your greateſt con- 
cernment. The hearts of the Galatians 
were once ſ0 inflamed toward the Apo- 
file. that they would even have pulled 
out their eyes to have done. him good : 
I ſhall not impoſe any ſuch rigid task 
upon you, but only deſire that the eyes 
of your uaderſtanding may be inlighr. 
ned, that ye may know God, your ſelves, 
and your duty. If 1 had required ſome 
difficule or coſtly matter at your hand, 
it would be more excuſable, ſhould you 
ſcruple my requeſt : but ſince the motion 
which I have to make 1s no extraordi- 
nary task, and tends ſo dire&ly to. the. - 
ſaving of your precious ſouls, I cannot 
but promiſe my ſelf the more ready ac- 
ceptance-' That which I am to-perſwade. 
ou ta7" 15 the making of your felves and 
Families acquainted with God in Chriſt, | 
and that you would make it your buſi- 
neſs to ſet up the knowledg of God in 
| your 


to Family-InftratFions, 
your reſpeRive families. There's none 
of you who would be hoogt careleſs 
of the good of your houſtiold in things 
that appertain to this life ; how much 
more ought ye to be ſolicitous for them 
in things pertaining to a better life? 
The inſtructing of them in the Principles 
of Religion is of that Hbſolute neceffity 
that without ir there can be no ſabvati. 
on. There's no ſalvation but by Chriſt, 
no benefit by Chriſt without faith ; no 
faith in him without knowledge ; no 
knowledge but by inſtruction. And 
rhat I may proceed more diſtin&ly and 
more effecually in this ſo weighty a 
work, .I ſhall 1. Propoſe ſuch Motives 
as may quicken Parents and Maſters in 
this duty; viz. in inſtructing their chil- 
dren and ſervants themſelves as far as 
they are able, and in cauſing them to 
come and yield to this work in publique 
by the Miniſter. 2. I ſhall bring ſome 
Metives to. the yonger ſort which may 
perſwade them to ſubmit themſelves beth 
to publique and private Catechizing and 
Inſtruion, 3. I ſhall bring ſuch argu- ,, 
ments as may prevail with all forts of + 
people of what ape or degree. what 
tank or quality ſgever to a chearful ſub-/ 
rt SE miſſion 
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A Serious Exhortation 
miſfion ro this neceffary work' of 1n- 
ſtru&ion in the Fundamentals of Religt- 
on. | 

7. I begin with thoſe whom God 
hath made Parents and Maſters of Fami- 
lies, to whom TI ſhall propoſe theſe fol- 
lowing conſiderations, why they onghc 
both ro inſtra&t their Families them- 
ſelves,-and to bring them alſo to pub- 
lIiqueInſtru&tion. 


| L.7« 3 © 
Every Father and Maſter is in his own 
houſe a King , a Prieſt, anda Propher. 
He is a King to govern them , a Prieſt to 
pray with them , and for them, a Pro- 
pher'to inſtru& and teach them. - If you 
will take upon you to rule ard govern 


your Families, you muſt inſtrua& thera* 


roo; you would not be juſtled ont of 
your command in your own houſes, you 
muſt nor chraſt your ſelves out of it by 
negleQing your inſtrufting office. 'We 
read of Nywphas, that he had a Church 


inhis houſe, his houſe is {tiled a Church, , 


not only becauſe the faithful came rhi- 


ther to be inftruged in the Faith ,'and to 


hold communion in thoſe times of per- 
ſecution, 'but-alf becauſe-he' did care- 


fully | 


a = i as es hi 


to'Family Inftrattion 
filly inſtru& choſe of his own Family in 
the knowledge of Chriſt, and trained 
them up in. ſpiritual and holy Durtys- 
Familiam [nam prevatam fecit ecclifiam; 


cam pittate & religione exernant. $0 T he- 
odoret- 


Seft. 2. 
God commands that we ſhould inſtru Deur. 4. 
our Children and Family in the know- 9, 10- 
leds of God, and the matters of Religi- 2% % 
on , where we may obſerve. 1. That A. 
they were ta teach them , it was not A xg, 20. 
matter Arbitrary left at pleaſure, bur Pſal. 78: 
a Duty. 2. What they ſhould teach them, S "4 
the knowledg of Goa, of his ways and **'** 
Commandments, not frivolous diſcourſes, 
Songs, Tales, Romances, but Gods Sta- 
utes. 3. How they ſhould teach them, 
diligently and conſtantly, they muſt wher 
it often upon their memories , and 
never leave them, till they have made 
them underſtand, 4, The great advany 
rage that they ſhould gain hereby, both 
they and their children they ſhould live 
long in the” Land which God gave them. 
If thoſe were good motives to thei, 
how much fironger have we ? Was the 
Law which diſcovered their ſin, but 
could not; cure it, fe diligently to-be 
IS learned, 


Ky 


20, 21: 
| Mercer. 


| Dent 6. 


5. fo teach them: Ay ſon 
mandment of thy Father, and forſake not 


T. 1 1-48, 
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learned, and ſhall not the Goſpel which 
diſcovers a remedy for ovr fin, be worth 
our knowledge ? ſhould the Inherizance 
of an earthly poſſeſſion quicken them to 
pain the knowledge of Gods law; and 

ll not the enjoyment, of a perpetuall 


reſt, quicken us ropet acquaintance with 
Jeſus Chrift in the Goſpel ? 


SefF. 3. 

God commands children to. learn of 
their Parents, and to hearken to their In- 
ſtruction, which implyes the Parents duty 
keep the Comr- 


the law of thy. Mother. Bind them comts- 
nually upon thine beart, and tie them about 
thy neck. The Commandments of Pa- 
rents that fear the Lord, are the very 
Commandments of God himſelf; and 
therefore carefully to be kept. Bind them 
continually} a phraſe frequent in Scrip- 
ture, importing, that they ſhould never 
forget thetn; bur that they ſhould be al 
ways in our eye, in our Heart as our 


Sreatelt ornament. Nay, it 1s/not only 


their duty to learn when they are taught, 
butalſo roþe enquiring, that they may 
learn, which is plainly hinted in thoſe 
rexts. 


to Family-Inſtrattion. 
texts. If children had 'any ſence: of 
true Religion, they: would be enquiring 
intothe nature, ground, and end of thoſe 
ſervices -which were done to God; for 
true Religion is the exerciſe of - mind 
inlighrned by Faith and Knowledge, and 
not a piece of . blind and ignorant devo- 
tion. Aman ſhould be able to give ſome 5,q, ,. 
account of every thing that he doth-ins. 
Gods ſervice, and why and upon what Deut. 32. 
account he doth it; when they ask, you 7: 
oughtrto' teach them... 


SeF. 4. LOY 
Gods children have always made «this 

their / great care. Abraham, | 1 know Gen. 18. 
Abraham, that he will reach his children, 29: 4 
&c.”' I know him; he is a godly'Man, © © 
he will not negle& ſo neceſſary and'im- 
portant a duty as this. «Abrahsm were 
not the manT took him'for, indeed + bra- 
hanm' were not Abrabam 'if he- would 
not--'\make -a conſcience :. of -reachin 

his-' children and: ' his houfhold! after 
him, 'rhat they might 'walk in Gods ways. 


whatever others did;:| he for- his: part *5: 
would worſhip the true God; atid 'that 
none ſhould neſt under his roof, - who 


B would * 
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would not do ſo too. We ſee what care 
Pſal.1c1, David bad of his Family, when he pro- 
{ 6,7- feſſes that he who would not ſubmut to 
Gods ways, to know and do his will, 
| ſhould not tarry in bis fight : Solomons 
F Frov-31. Mother was not wanting on her part, 
ly ſhe taught him a good Leſſon, if he had 
had the grace to have followed it. what 
{ Prov. 4. my Son! and What theſon of my womb! and 
| 3: what the ſon of my vows | Give not thy 
VideCart- Breugth unto women', nor thy ways to that 
wright "which defrojerh Kings, 10 did David. 
2 Tim... T#mothy was born of godly Parents, 
5.83.15. 48 YOu May ſee, he had a good Mother, 
and a good Grand-mother, and. theſe 
taught him the Scriptures from his youth. 
The Ele&t Lady?s care was, that her 
childxen might be found walking inthe 
truth. 


 8John 4. 


| Set. 5. 

Paregts and Maſters are anſwerable 
for thoſe miſcarriages of their children, 
into which they run for want of duean- 
{tructioa or correction, If the Command- 
ment: be given to the Parents: for their 
inftruction,government, and puting them . 
upon pious duties,then at their hands will 
GodexaR an account for that ignorance 


and 


to Family Inſtruttion, 


and misbehavior which is found in them. 
Bute we find God commanding them to 


Deur. 4. 
9, 10. 


II 


inſtru cheir Families, and to keep them Exod.2o 


ro-his ſervice , Remember that thou keep 
holy the Sabbath day, thou, thy Son and 
thy Daughter, thy Man-lervant and Maid- 


| ſervant, &c. The Command is given 


ro the Parent and Maſter, who are pre- 
ſumed to' have authority enough to ſee 
their Commands obeyed z and though 
the untaught' and ungoverned Family 
ſhould periſh in their (in, yet God will re- 
quire their blood at their Parents and 
Maſters hands. Inſtances of Gods deal- 
ins with Parents for their negle& of this 
duty we have in Fl/;, and in David 
to0, : 


Sect. 6. 


This buſineſs in hand is a matter of 
the greateſt concernmentto them, what- 
loever be negleRed, this ſhould not ; this 
is that #rnwn necefſariges, without which 
they cannot be happy, as they may with- 
out other things. For, firſt their ſouls 
aremuch more precious then their bodies, 
theſe are bur the caskets,thoſe the Jewels; 


theſe are of the carth earthy, thoſe are of 


Ss heaven 


I S403. 
I3. 


1 Kings 


educa. 
lib. 


L2 


| world, 
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heaven heavenly ; one of their ſouls 
weighs more thenall the world ; Many 
wewd. cannot purchaſe it, theres no 
worldly things .can be found ſufficient 
for its exchange 3 it colt more then ſo to 
redeem a ſoul- You are carefull for their 
bodies, that they want not food nor ray- 
ment, nor lodging, nor any thing that 
isneedfull; If a bone be broken, how ſol- 


| -licitous are you to have it ſet? if a wound 


ry 
thire ; 


given, how carefull to have it cured ? If 
a diſeaſe be growing on, how induſtrious 
are youto prevent or remove it ? and 
will you be fo carefull for their bodies, 
anddo nothing for their ſouls , will you 
have no regard, how blind, how lame, 
bow diſeaſed, how naked ind void of all 
good their ſouls are ? 

Secondly, Their future eſtate is more to 
be regarded then their preſent, this is but 
for a moment, that to eternity; the mi- 
ſeries which they are ſubje& to here, 
are but ſuch as are common to man, 

eaſure tollerable, thoſe which 
your negle&, they may be ſub- 
| je& to hereafter, will be intollerable. 
The greate(t happineſs that you can 
procure for them here is but tranſitory, 
and it is mixt with much ſorrow : that 


whereof 


bert 


=: 


to Family-Inſtrut71io9. 
whereof you deprive them. by want of 
inſtru&ion, is permanent, a full and per- 
fe& happineſs without any mixture;.gf 
evilinit, It 1s an argument of the great- 
eſt love to provide beſt for their better 
part. When So/omey would tell us how 
his Father inſtructed him, he tells us alſo 
whar tne reaſon was that he was fo care- 


full of him; 7 was my Fathers ſon, and the Prov.4.3. 


only belsvea in the fight of my mother . 
true loye, makes Parents inſiru& their 
children 1n true Piety ; the more they in- 
ſtrut” them, the better they love them. 


Irs a fooliſh cockering love that makes 


us loth to trouble their heads with-the 
knowledg and practice of ti:eir duty ; 
thus David loved Adonjjah, to his own 
and his Sons coſt. David had more ſons 
by Bathſheba, but we read not that he 
took that pains to teach them, as he did 
Solomon ;, this was his Darling, and the 
better he loved him, the more carefull he 
was to teach him in Gods ways. 

But thirdly, if men be fo carefull to 
provide for their childrens welfare in this 
world, how much more careful] ſhould 
they be to provide for their eternal con- 
dition; you take much pains that they 


may hve like men when you are dead, 


B 3 and 


| 

| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
/ 


| 


14 A Serious Exhortation, 
and will you take no care nor pains that 
they may live like Saints, when they are 
dead ? You would have them livelike 
men here, will you be content that they 
ſhould live like Devils hereafter ! You 
provide for them riches which the ruſt 
and moth doth corrupt, and will you not 
provide for them more durable riches > 
Ariftippm was wont to adviſe Parents, 
that ſince our paſſage thorough this 
world was like a voyage by Sea, they 
ſhould provide ſomething for their chil- 
dren, that they _ carry to the ſhore 
with them, in cafe they ſuffered ſhip- 

cic. Pa. Wracks; by which he meant knowledge 
radox. 6. and vercue, all other things may be loſt 
cel. inwrack, but this cannot be loſt ; theſe 
will ſtick by us, when all other things 
forſake us. When Dremerriza belieged 
and facked Mepgara , he asked Stilpon , 
whether he had loſt any thing? Neo, 


(faith he) thy ſoldiers cannot p!under | 


me of my vertue, and for other things, I 
count the parting with them: no loſs. 
when Socrates was asked his opinion 
what he thought of iuch a mighty 
Prince, whether he were n0t the happi- 
eſt man living? I do not know ( faith 


he) what Rock of wiſdome or _ y 
| ath, 


OT 


Y 820 wv eu, Wes 
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bath.. He that beſt inſtructs and brings 
up his. children in their youth , makes 
the beſt proviſion- for-them againſt 
their age. 

Hence the Poet calls the inſtitution of 
youth, Miſeriſq; viatica can,the beſt pro- 


viſion for gray hairs. You muſt not neg. Perſ.s. 
le& thoſe fair advantages wch God puts $4197. v. 


into your hand for their outward eſtate : 5 


but your chief and ' greateſt care ſhould 
be for their ſouls good. — Nee F yroply 
n mo tw men. Epitt, Enchirid. 
c. 163. 

What if thy child come not wo be 
great norrich in this world , yet hemay 
bean honeſt, gracious man, and rich 
toward God : bur if thou ſuffereſt him 
to live in ignorance of Religion, whate- 
ver thou provideſt for htm elfe, in the 
end he will be moſt miſerable. Poor 
Lazarus would not change sktns, though 
it were full of ſores, wnh rich Dives. 
Verily, our extraordinary diligence in 
making temporal proviſion for our chit 
dren, will riſe in judgement apainſt us 
for our utter_neglet of their eternal 
welfare. | 


B 4 SeF, 
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Sect. 7 | 

This is the fitteſt ſeaſon to inſtil know- 
ledge into them , before their hearts be 
corrupted with thi pleaſures , or inſna- 
red with the profits of this world. If 
you ſuffer thoſe things to preingage 
them, it will be a harder matter to make 
them unlearn evil, then it would have 
been ro have made them learn that 
which was good before. While they 
are young , their memories are belt , 
cheir appetites are [trongeſt, their affecti- 
ons keen and eager ; they are now apter 
to learn and to take any impreſſion you 
ſhall ſer upon them, now they muſt be 
followed cloſe. [|.Udum & molle lutun 


| Plato 2.to learn 


ployed in ſomething. If you employ 
them not in what is good, . they. will em- 
ploy themſelves in what is bad. Good 
things. are as calily: learnt as bad, (were 
they.bur 'as dil:gently taught); a Cate: 
chiſe as eaſily learned as a Ballad, or a 
tale of Rebiz Hoed. Whatſoever you 
wenld have your children excellent in, 

reach 


| 
| 
| 
| 


= (227 diſpoſition , they find themſelves em- | 
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teach it them betimes. In Rxſſia they Hey. 
train up their children to ſhooting in n Gee. i 
their minority, and give them nothing ; 
to eat till they can hit a white that is ſer 
before them. The Baleadgive them no 
meat, but what they can kill with rheir 
ling, [Cibum Puer a Aatre nou accupits | p ads ar 
niſt quem ip14 monſtrante percnſſit. _——_— wha 
time and uſe makes them Maſters of their 
Art. Much may be done with children 
ere we think fic to trouble them with 
ſuch things. They can learn to ſwear, 
and to prophane the Sabbath , why 

might they not as well be taught ro read, 
' to be catechiſed, to learn ſome choice 
Scriptures by heart? FT have heard of 
that Noble Lady , the now Lady Pack- 
ington , daughter of the Lord Keeper 
Coventry, that in her m nority ſhe was 
tyed by the ſtriftneſs of her education 
to learn daily ſuch a proportion. of 
Scripture, by heart, before ſhe ſhould 


| eat a'bit of bread; by which cuſtome 


and ailduity ſhe became in a ſhort time- 
ſo-perfect in the Scriptare, that ſhe had - 
a great part of the- Qld, Teſtament, and 
allthe New ſo perfe4ly by heart, that 
| ſhe could repeat any chapter backward 
or forward, tell you any particular verſe 
or 


A Serious 'Exhortation 
or words, where they were, what went 
before, and what followed after, In- 
deed ſhe was a living Concordance, the 
very Prodigy of Memory, whoſe excel- 
lencies in theſe attainments are almoſt 


beyond the belief of any, but of thoſe . 


who have#ſeen or heard her examined. 
Husbandmen know that they mult not 
expect a good crop, unleſs they ſow ina 
right ſeaſon. Youth is the time to have 
the ſeeds of. grace and podlineſs ſown, 
elſe there's little hope of a good and a 
holy life. 


Seft.8. 


Children are the ſeed-plot of the 
Church and Commor-wealth ; - thoſe 
who are now children, will ſoon grow up 
co be men of acion both in things con- 
cerning God and their countrey. Suck 
as they are when they ceaſe to-be chil. 
dren, ſuch they will be when they begin 
to be men. Thoſe who ſpend their 
youth in ignorance, idlenefs\, naught 
nefs, what can you expe& from them 
when they beceme men, but to grow 
from bad to worfe? As youth leaves 
them, manhood finds them , good , ff 
| good 


the 
joſe 
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good; if bad, ſtark naughce, What 
;impreſtions are pat upon wax when it is 
melted, you ſhall find upon it when it is 
hardned. What you write upon white 

paper, ſticks there. What ſavor your 

veſſels have when they are new ,_ they 

retain when they are old. What g00d 

you infuſe into youth, it will reliſh on, 

when it is ripened into age. The wiſe 

man gives counſel like himſelf, Train up, 

(or catechize) a child in the way that he 
ſhould go, and in his age he will not ©*9%-52+ 
depart from it. Ttſhould be ſomething” 

to us to conſider what poſterity we are 

like to leave. behind us ; and that we 

may labour to make the generation to 

come happier then this , by giving our 
children better inſtruction then(perhaps) 

we have had. Pythageras was wont to 

ſay, that the main end of eur begetting.. .,. 
and bringing forth children ſhould be Gyrald. 
that we might leave thoſe behind us, «mb. 
who may ſerve God in their generation. Pytha- 
When we conſider the trouble and miſe. 2 P70- 
ries which our eyes have ſeen, we are? 95 
ready to wiſh and hope that our children 

may ſee better times. Good men will 

make good'times: Time 1s in it felf nor 

g00d nor evil , but as'the. perſons ars 

who 
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who live in them. Do your duty, and 
you may much promote your own de- 
fires: Labour to make them more know- 
ing men, and more obedient ro God, 
and that will make better men, and bet- 
ter men will make better times, 


Set. 9. 


This will enable them to profit by the 
Sermons which they hear : And the 
want of this 1s one main ground of that 
lirange non-proficiency amongſt men, 
that live even under powertul Mimkers. 
God hath been exceedingly gracious in 
Sivirg his word a free paſſage, which is 
by many men ſet on with a.great deal of 
power and life , yet many even of ſuch 
complain in the bitterneſs of their ſouls, 
and ſay, Lord, who hath belwved our 
report? and to whom is the arm of the 
| Lord revealed ? In many ſuch places, 
there's but little good done, and this I 
conceive amongſt others is not the ſmal.« 
left cauſe, that they who come to hear 
the Word Preached, are in no meaſure 
prepared "thereunto , by underſtanding 
the Principlesof Religion. If they un- 
dcrſitood beforehand what Juſtification, 
SanCti- 
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Sanification, Adoption, &c. were, what 
the covenant of works, and the cove- 
nant of grace were, then,they would be 
able to goalong with us in what we ſay : 
Burt being fo arrantly ignorant of Fun- 


| damental neceſſary truths, we only ſpeak 


into the air, they give us th- hearing, 
and they depart no wiſer then they came. 
A man- would wonder elſe what fhitc 


many fen could make to remain ſo 1S- Heyl, 


the Geo. In 
original inhabitants of Poland, who are £yvon. 


rorant: who are like the Efones, 
diligent frequenters of the Churches, bur 
ſo extreamly ignorant , that hardly one 
na Village can ſay his Pater Noſter. 
Should any of you hear a man make a 
learned Diſcourſe concerning any point 
in Geometry, Arithmerick , &c. you 
might admire what you did not under. 
ſtand; but if you. were beforeband in- 
ſtructed; m the Principles of that $ci- 
ence, 'you would: ther: ſee the reaſon of 


. what was ſpoken ,;.your underſtandings 


would. eloſe with the things delivered, 
and, you would reap profit by that Diſ- 
courſe: .So in this caſe, were men bet- 
ter inſighted into the Principles of Reli- 
gion, we ſhould ſoon ſee better fruits of 
all our labors. 


% $8. 
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$efF. 10, SIX 

The want of this is the unhappy 

cround of that unitableneſs in the faith, t 

which to the reproach of our Religion, | ** 

diſcovers it ſelf ſo vifibly amongſt us at * 
Epheſ.4- this day. That of the Apoſtle is roo 

Os apparently manifelted amongſt us, that lib 

' many of us are like children toſled to 'S 

and fro, and carried about with every 

wind of doQtrine, by the fleight of men | 

and cunning craftineſs , whereby they M's 

lie in wait to deceive, Which hinders 


their growing up into him in aſl things, Þ/ __ 
who 1s the head, even Chriſt. I find in they 


Sym. ftory mention made of one Phileras Coir, f jo 7 
Chron. an. excellent Grammarian and Poet, douk 
ng 5 Maſter :0 Prolomens Philadelphus , thar | © 
P35'#** oreat lover and promoter of Learning] 
bur of ſo ſmall and thin a body, that he 
was fain to wear ſoles of lead upon his 
Non dy. {hooes, Or elle every blaſt- of wind 
bitams, would overturn and. blow him down.fq , 
cur tot The reaſon why ſo many are fo eaſily]; | 
hereſes toſſed afide by every wind of Dodrine, 
& 1% is, becauſe they are not well borrom'd, |, 
S nor kept ſteady by the Principles of Re- P 


locum p41 nta! 
paſſim inveniunt , cauſam vel maximam eſſe catechizatio4 


nis neglettum , (ye. At. Syn. od, feſl.15. Judic. Theol 
Palat. ligton 
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ligion. This is ihe true ground why 
every new Doctrine tinds io wiany fol. 
lowers, becauſe they were never cit. 
Y bliſkt inthe truth. We have ſeen inany 


hb, who have made fair ſhew for a time, 

Mm, {readily embrace and admire any new 

At Diſcoveries which have been offered to 

wag them,under the ſpecious vizor of New- 

"at lighr, They have run thorough all choſe 

TO} new Modes of Religion which the Fa- 1 Joh. 2. 
ty | therof lyes hath preſented them with- 7”: 

ne } all, always liking that beſt which was 

wy newelt, not finding where to reſt their 


, feet, having once forſaken that good old 
ng, | way of Goſpel-Truth, wherein (indeed) 


d in they were never thoroughly inltructed. 
-0#"> | If they had been of us, they would no 
weed. doubt bave continued with us ; but chey 


went out that it might be made manifelt 
ing 1] that they were not at all of us. This is 
it NEFF the cauſe of thoſe many fad breaches 
n his grown in families to their utter ' ruine, 


wind f vhile they run into ſeveral ways with 
lown- 


eallly]ing to maintain their ſeveral parties, 
Xrine, when 1t may be few of them have any 
om ©-lcompetent knowledge of the Funda- 
f Re- mentals of Religion, and fewer have 
——_ any erueſenſe of the power of godlineſs 


ligion gpour 


ſuch eaperneſs and animoſity, contend- 


21 


Col:2. 7, 

8. ed and grounded in Chriſt, will be eaſily 
ſpoiled through Philoſophy *and vain 
decett, nl 

SefF.Ir. 

Job.17-3 The eternal welfare of your families 
_ ***depends upon it. This is life eternal to 
know God ard Jeſus Chriſt whom he 

hath ſent. O that you would give your 
rhoughts liberty to expariare in this 

wide field ! That you would ſeriouſly 

lay to heart what Heaven and Hell are, 

Vb1 nec how full of glory the one , how full of 

> "he ,. horror and amazedneſs the other ! Hea- 

requies YEN, it is the throne of God, the pur-J 


deſidioſa, chaſe of Chriſt , the habitation of An; 
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upon their hearts. When the ſhip wants 
ballaſt every guſt of wind will overſet it. 
When the mind 1s void of ſerious know- 
ledge, no wonder that errors creep into 
the judgement, and looſeneſs fhto the 
converſation. Thoſe who are not root- . 


laws eritgels, the expeation of men. the envy 
ſine faſti- of Devils. There's the viſion of God, 


dio, ſine 


defeftu, . 


Aug. 


communion with all Saints, and an une 
interrupted enjoyment of eternal reſt: 


There's pure pleaſure without pain, a, 


continual day without night, perfect 
holineſs wichout ſin. The good things 
which 
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which God hath provided there for 
them-that know and love him, are fo 
many, they cannot be zumbred, fo great, 
they cannot be mea/ured; 10 preciews, 
they cannot be va/zed. They are as far 
beyond our apprehenſion, as expreſſion. 2 Cor. 
Who can declare that which Gods Svirir 124+ 
tells us is ineffable? Who can tell me 
how much ſweetneſs, how much happi Þ_ -. 

: : . Bern. in 
neſs is wrapt up in thoſe few words, (7d ,, of 
ſhall be all in all, your faith m{t make Canr. 
out what your reaſon canhot compaſe, Cmmes 
and what the tongue ef men and Angels roang 


cannot expreſs [| —Toy gxiymr a0 9 


' 4 7 Al, %, 70 99M Gr dmueoy, Nil»: Auft. it. 


in ſentent. Tom 1. Orthedsx»g.p 181 |] 

And for Hell, the very name and notion 

of it 1s enough to make a mans heart 

ake , and his finews tremble Thert's pq 65. 

the worm that never dyeth, and the fire utt. 

that never goes out; the worm that ne- 

' verdyeth, is the gnawing and twinging, 

the: horror and amazedneſs of the con- 

ſcience, which ſhall then reproach us for 

our negle& of knowledge and the means. 

of grace. When conſcience remembers 

how many fair advantages we have ſlipt- 

of making our calling and eteRion ſure, 

how many invitations we have lighted, 
C and 


Eſa-30. 
33+ 


- rY 1% , fy; FIST! 


and how much means we have neglected, 
then it will lay aboutit, and torment 
the ſoul. Conſcience may be dull and 
ſenſleſs here, and go ſleeping to Hell, 
bur it comes no ſooner there, but it is a- 
wakened to its coſt. It reproaches and 
reviles the ſinner, and makes his condi- 
tion ſo much the worſe, becauſe he was 
the occaſion of his own ſufferings. 
[There's the fire that never goes out] O 
diſmal , dreadful fire ! Fire without 
light, for there is utter darkneſs in the 
midſt of it; fire mixt with cold, for 
while the tongue burns,the teeth chatter, 
fire without comfort, mixt with ſtifling 
choaking brimſtone. _ Fire that will ne- 
ver want fewel to maintain it, there 1s 
much wood, and the breath of the Lord 
like a ſtream of brimſtone kindling it. 
Whe can endure to hold his finger in the 
fire but for a moment ? How do we 
roar aad cry when we are but a littlz 
finged, ſcorched, burned ? And if our 
material fire be ſo irkſome and intolera- 
ble, what will chat keener and more ſub- 
tile fire be which will work upon the 
ſoul as well as upon the body 1 What 
will it be ts have fire accompanied with 
cold, and darknelſs,and brim&gone ? 

| ....—..... gt 


—- 


SO UB D3o FP -o -w wm 


_y 


0 F amil y Inferuceios. 

What will it be to have our childrens 

beds made in the midſt of this fire? What 

will it be to have them lie for ever in 
theſe everlaſting burnings? 

* where they ſhall be ever _ * Ubi nec tortores des 

burning , and yet never Font, 06 

conſumed 1 always dying, eſt, 4 poſſe in crnclerk 

and yet never dead. TO bug mori. Aug. id. 
be without eaſe, and with- 
out hope, and all this in the company; 
and under the power of ſo many hideous 
ugly fiends, T whoſe only refreſhment + 41 ;. 
under their own torments will be to exe- latium 
cute their wrath and malice upon poor maleve- 

' beguiled ſouls. O now you that have {*ii-. 

the bowels of Parents, tell me, whether "".."- 
it be not a matter of concernment, to (ye,{yc; 
teach your children to know God and 14d. 
Jeſus Chriſt ? Whether the joys of Hea- 
ven are not worth the having? And 
the torments of Hell ſo inconſiderable, 
that Fcis not worth while to avoid them ?,. 
O do, do not betray your own fleſh and 
bloud, and thioſe precious ſouls which 
lodge in houſes of clay, by your negli- 
gence , into thoſe eternal flames, nor 
bereave ther: of thoſe eternal joys! 


C 3 Set. 12. 
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df19%:] © Seft. 12, 

- Their fouls will: bleſs you when they' 

come to Heaven for all your care and 

pains in ſowing the ſeeds of Religion in 
their minds by a godly education, If 
the Saints in Heaven ſhall know their 
former relations, (as it is probable) how 
will your children then bleſs God for 
your conſcientiouſneſs in the diſcharge 
of your duty, whereby they had the 
happineſs of coming to the ſaving know. 

. ' Jedge of that God, whom now they ſhall 
enjoy to all eternity. On the other hand 
conſider how they will revile and curſe 

- you, if they meet you in Hell, whither 

theyare condemned (with you) through 
the.neglect of your duties. Methinks I 
ſee:ſfuch a miſerable ſoul caſting balls of 
Hell fre into his fathers face, and yelling 
out ſuch hideous words, Curſed be the 
hour wherein I'was' conceived, and the 
day wherein I was born thy child. Hadſt 
thou done thy duty in inſtructing me 1n 
the fear of God , and in the knowledge 
of his ways, I might have been a glort- 
ous Saint in Heaven ; whereas now, 

through thy negle&, I am become a mi- 

terable firebrand in Hell. T had indeed 

from thee a temporary life (which 1 had 
| better 


ſ 
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better never have enjoy'd)- but thou haſt 
betrayed me to aneternal death. IT am 
undone, undone for ever by thy perfidi; 
ouſneſs, and thou who waſt the father 
of my body. haſt been the murderer of 


my foul. | Perdidit nos aliena perfidie, 


Parentes ſerfimus parricidat, Auſtin. Ep. 
23 ad Bonif. out of Cyprian in Epiſt. de 
Lapſis) With what face-canit thou be- 
hold me frying upon theſe coles,to which 
I am betray*d by thy unfatherly careleſ- 
neſs? Had I been thy ſlave', nay, thy 
horſe, thy dog, thou wouldſt have pro- 


vided what had beenfit for me_, but be- 


ing thy child, thou haſt negteRted me in 
that which moſt concerned me , m 

ſoul. When 9xintilins Varins had by 
his raſhneſs and indiſcretion loſt three 
Legions of his - Maſters: | the Emperor 
Auguſtus, 1n Germany; the Emperor was 
obſerved to belong after very penſive, 


| . ſometimes pulling off the hair from his 


beard, ſometimes beating; his head in a 
frantick manner againſt'the poſts, and 
to cry Out. | Reade mihi Legiones Quin- 
tils Vari | Reſtore me my Legions 
which thou haſt loſt, How much more 
bitterly ſhall cheſe undone creatvres cry 
out to their Parcnt3 in Hell, Reddite nobrs 


C 3 anima, 
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anime, Reſtore us our. ſouls which you 
have loſt. IT haveheard at many execu- 
tions the dying MalefaQors make fad 
complaints againſt their Parents negli- 
Sence inthis kind, charging their bloud 
upon the not- performance of their Pa- 
rents duty. What may be expeRed 
from ſuch perſons in the flames of Hell, 
where all manner of reſpe& and love is 
baniſht ? T am apt to think that it will be 
a great part of the damneds Parents mi- 
ſery in Hell, to hear the reproaches and 
yevilings of their children , whom their 
negle& of doing their duty hath betray'd 
unto that place of torment. 


| $Seft. 13. 
You may then expe a bleſſing in 
them, and what they undertake , when 
they are taught to obey for conſcience ſake. 


All other both natural and civil ties are 


ro00 weak to keep children to their du- 


\Sam 24, 
s.9, | 


2Sam.r; ties, but this will do it. Abſalom, chough 


an own ſon, lifted up his hand againſt 
David, a man after Gods heart, to de- 
{troy him: David durſt not do fo to 
$anl, a father in law, anda wicked ty- 
rant, who ſought his life. What is the 
reaſon of the gregt diſobedience and un- 
|  dutifulneſs 


nd un- 
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dutifulneſs of children to their Parents, 
but that Parents are fo careleſs of teach- 
ing them co know God, and have not 
imprinted their duties upon their conſci- 
ences,to reſtrain them from ſuch courſes? 


; Fdo not fay, that allthar are ſo taughe 


are obedient, and a comfort to their Pa- 
rents; no, Grace is not (ex trader) by 
generation, no more then their ſouls. 
The Spirit bloweg where it liſteth, many 
a gracious man hath to his grief, a grace- 
leſs and {ſtubborn child. Bur this I am 
ſure of, that they who negle& the per- 


, formance of this duty toward their chil- 


| 


fulneſs 


dren which God requires, cannot with 
any £00d confidence expe&t that duty 
which their children owe to them ; they 
only may expe& it, who conſcionabl 
make uſe of the means which God hat 
appointed them. | 


Sef. 14. 

You will much help forward the Mini. 
{ter in his publick work , who ſhall but 
labor in the fire, and take much pains to 
ſmall purpoſe, if you affiſt nor in pri- 
vate. Thechildren are yours, and you 
muſt not, caft all che work upon the Mi- 
nilters backs, and you your ſelves not 
C 4 touch 
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touch it withone ot your fingers. It is 
not one daies inſtruion in a week, that 
will carry on the work, you mult take 
all occaſions to put them on in private. 
There is no time wherein you may not 
take ſome advantage to do them good , 
when thou fitteſt in thine houſe . when 
thou walkeſt in the way, whenthou lieſt 
down, and when thou riſelt up. This 
will advance them much, and you your 
ſelves ſhall find the profit on't. Docenda 
aiſcetis, (as one of the Fathers acknow- 
ledges of himſelf ) While you teach 
them, and hear them learn, you will learn 
wich chem, and imprint what you have 
learned more laſtingly in your memo. 
rigs. | 
Seet 15. 
The very Heathens will rife up in 


Plato de judgement againlt you, and condemn 


you for your neglect of this duty. How 
excceding careful the wiſer ſort of them 
were in this particular, he that hath bur 
cait an eye into the.r Writings, will eaſt- 
ly perceive. They had their Manuals 
and Compendgiums of their dofrine ro 


they had their 11 224 = Bom Ol eco mee . 0 KO Manikes 


Arrian, aptud Epi. lib. 1.cap. 27. 


teach 


to Family-Inſtruftion. 
teach them their dury both to God and 
man ; they had reduced their docrine 
to ſ»me few ſhort heads, which their 
Scholars were to have perfeAly. by 
heart. . What a Pithy downright Cate- 
chiſme 1s that of. the Poets. 

[ — Diſciteq; 6 miſeri, &c— 

NQuid ſamus | quidnam vitturs gige 

nimnr ? 0O7ao 

Quis datus. C. — | That every man 
ſhould be able to give an account, 
W hat we are? What was the end of 
our Creation? What is the brevity and 
unconſtancy of life, and he certainty of 
death ? What, and how admirable 
Gods Power, and Wiſdome, and Good- 
neſs, and Providence ſhines in the g0- 
verning and ordering of the world > 
What bounds we ſhould pur to our de- 
fires of earthly things? To what end 
and purpoſe they are ſerviceabl-, and 
much more. Of what, many who pro- 
feſs Chriſtianity , can give but a ſlender 
account. 

Philip of Macedon, having found the 
benefit of good education himſelf, was 
carecul to provide the belt tutors for | A- 
lexander his fon, eſpecially Ariſtotle, by 
whoſe care and induſtry he was ſo well 

improved 
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Sat.3. 
66. 

Vid. 
Caſaub, 


which 


Quintws 
Curtins 
3upplem. 
I. C4Þ. 


| Grand 
S1gnor. 


| Serag- 
| ho,pub. 


A Serious Exhortation 
improved, that it grew into queſtion ; 
whether Alexander owed more to Phi 
lip who begathim, or to Ariftorle who 
taught him ? 

The Perfcans were exceeding exat in 
teaching their children betimes , they la- 
bored to prepoſſeſs their minds with 
g00d things before they were poiſoned 
with evil, as being rather deſirous to ſee 
them do what was good, then to puniſh 
them for doing amils. 

Nay, the very 7 arks themſelves are 
exceeding careful of training up their 
youth, thoſe eſpecially thatare to be for 
the more immediate ſervice of the grand 


* byMr.F. Seigneur. The courſe that is taken with 
Greaves, them fo ſoon as they come into the Se- 
p70, 71+ »aglio, is admirable, and nothing reſem- 


bling the barbariſm of 7--ks, but beſee- 
ming men of ſingular vertue and diſci. 
pline, for they are exceeding well tuto- 
red, and daily taught as well good fa- 
ſhian, and comely behavior, as they are 
inſtruRted in the rites and ceremonies of 
the Mabomrtan Law, and whatſoever 
elſe may tend to the enriching of their 
minds. What will ſuch Chriſtians be 
able to anſwer for themſelyes at the day 
of Judgement, for their negle& of this 

duty, 


to Family Inftraftion 

, duty, wherein they ſee themſelves out- 
- done by the purblind Heathen? 
) 
n T come now to the ſecond Branch of 
- | + the Exhortation , which is to chil- 
h dren and ſervants, to ſubmit themſelves 
d ro diſcipline, and-to be willing to learn 
Cc that which conduceth to their ſouls 
h health. And that they may morecheer- 

fully yeeld up themſelves to publick 
re and private inſtru@ion, I beſeech them 
ir by the mercies of God to conſider, 


id Se&.1. 

th Your eternal ſalvation depends upon 
y= your knowledge of, and faith in Chriſt , 
m- what ways God hath for thoſe who dye ' 
e- in their infancy , we ſhall not be curious 
ci- to 1nquire, much leſs confident to deter- 
to* mine : But for ſuch as are come to the uſe 
fa- of reaſon, and to years of diſcretion, he 
are ſaves none but ſuch as canand do a&# 


; of faith in Chriſt. How can you believe on,. - 

* . 4.6. 
ver him whom you do not know ? Want of 
eir knowledge is deſtruQiye to yong as well 


be asto old. If you reje& knowledge, he 

| will alſo reje& you. Either you have 
Parents that put you forward, or they do 
47 not ; 


Z6 


Eph:5.1, 
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-not ;. if they do, you are bound to obey 


our Parents in the Lord,for this is good 
and right. Diſobedience to Parents in 
things which they command, agreeable 
tothe mind of God, is dire&t diſobedi- 


ence to God himſelf. If they be backward , 


in their duty . be not you backward 
yours. Your ſouls are your own, and 
you muſt give an account to God for 
them... God will require your bloud (if 
you dye for want of inſtruction) at your 
Parents hands, but you ſhall periſh in 
yourſins, Hell torments will not bea 
Jot the eafer to you, becauſe you come 
into them through your Parents fault. If 
they be careleſs of your eternal welfare, 
you had need to-double your diligence, 
to make your calling and election ſure. 
You are put to your ſhifts to provide for 
your ſelves in your greateſt concernment , 
you'muſt;take the more pains. Are you ſo 
inconſiderable that your ſouls are not 
worth the ſaving? why, of ſuch is the 
kingdome of” God. 


Sect 2. 
You were engaged hereunto by Bap- 


tilme, your Baptiſmal Covenant enga-} 


ges you to learn All things belonging ro, 
your 
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dedicated unto Chriſt, What, will you 


and the Lords Supper 


th Family-Inru108, | 
your fouls health. You were baptized-. 
into the name of the Father, the $on,and 
the holy Ghoſt, and will you always be 


1gnorant , who, and what that Father, 
Son,and holy Ghoſt are ? And what each 


of them doth toward the promoting of 


your eternal welfare > Will you grow 
old in the ignorance of that ordinance 
which you received ſo yong , and render 
it fruitleſs? You then renounced the 
world, the fleſh, and the devil, and were 
Repete 

live and dye in the ignorance of him,into 005g 
whoſe warfare you have engaged your ru fis,re- 
ſelves! Remember what was askt you, cvgnoſce * 
remember what you promiſed , what ſti- ; voy ow 

pulation and covenant was made that /P2"4*is- 


day between God and your ſouls. Your y. ,. 


; VOX Tia 
words were ſpoken in the preſence of in !ibro 


Angels, and theyare recorded in Hea- viventi- 
ven. If the children of 7/-ae/ would 7:5, ” 
be asking their Parents what was the Angelic: 
meaning of Circumciſion and the 


Pafſ- lceutuys 
chab Lamb, thoſe Sacraments under the es. 4mb. 
Law; 


is it commendable for you to 4  initi- 
ſpend all your days, a:d nquire 46-2: 
pend all your days, and never inquire 
whatis the end, uſe, nature of Baptiſme, 


, the Sacraments 
under the Goſpel ? I beſeech you con- 


ſider 


A Seriom Exhortation 
ſider, the vows of Godare upon you. 
| Set. 3. 

You have no aſſurance of your lives, 
but may be quickly taken away,and have 
no long time to learn. What will be- 
come of you if youare called to an ac- 


count before you have learned what to ' 


lead for your Juſtification ? I have 

ard of a young man who being deſi- 
rous to be inſtructed in Moral Philoſo. 
phy, which is the Doctrine of living well, 
was diſſwaded from it ; he was told he 
was too young, in the flower and prime 
of his youth, to which ſuch harſh rules 
were no way ſuitable; he might apply 
himſelf to that hereafcer. © ! bur (faith 
'he) what if 1 dye before I be elder, what will 
become of me then © Think ſeriouſly on 
this,the Charnel houſe hath as many little 
Skuls as great ones init: there are as 
many young as old carried out to bury- 


ing, We often ſee (as the Proverb is) the. 


old Camel carry the young Camels skin 
to market; Parents doing that office for 
their Children, which in the courſe of 
Nature might be expected from the Chil- 
dren to their Parents. If you were ſure 
of leng life, yet it were no wiſdom to 
put off this work to old age; you mill be 
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then harder to learn, your avocations 
more, your hindrances greater : Be« 
ſides, you muſt not put off ſowing your 
ſeed until it be time to reap, Since your 
rime is uncertain, work while it is to 
day; neglect not your ſeaſon, 

Seft. 4. 

You have much to do ina little time * 
Ars longa, vita brevis ;, Ous life is, bag 
ſhort, but our leſſon is long and difficult; 
A Chriſtians task is never atan end; ſo 
long as he lives he will have ſomething to 
learn, or to learn better : There be many 
things neceſſary to make the man of God 
perfe&t, throughly furniſhed unto every 
cood work. The ſum of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, though it may be drawn into a 
ſhore Catechiſm , yet *tis of large ex- 
tent: Every Article requires an age to 
know it throughly, As there are many 
things to be known, ſo many of them are 
very difficult, the whole knowledge of 


the Goſpel is a myſtery, a great myltery, * T1m.3- 
yea, beyond all controverlie, it is a great '*' 
myltery, 
things hard to be underſtood : And, alas 12 Pet.3, 
our apprehenſions are bur dull ar ſpiritu. *: 

al, heavenly things. You are like veſſels 


There be many ( Jvorinmrs ) 


will be Fat have but Jiccle mouthes, which re- 


then 


ceive 
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ceive whatſoever is put into them drop: 
meal Such veſſels will be long in filling, 
there mult be the preater diligence, and 
continuance at the work, 


SefF. 5. 
You ought not to be admitted to the ' 
Lords Supper, until you have attained 
a competent meaſure of knowledge;when 
youare grown up, you will take it 1ll to 
be kept back from that ſpiritual banquet, 
but to admit you without knowledge, is 
bur to admit you to your own deſtruRi- 
on, to invite you to poiſon inſtead of 
meat, to admit you to eat and drink your 
own damnation, Cor 11.29. But of this 
again hereafter. | News ex juvenibus ad 
( ©n4 cemmnnionem aamitrituy nifs pris 
examinetur,an Myſterium hec ſacrum probe 
i=tefigat. Judic.Theol.Helver.Syn.Dodr. p 
S. 15. ] fo 
Seft. 6. ſ10 
You are free from ſome of thoſe un.-F ah 
juſt prejudices which keep others from an 
this neceſſary work. It's uſual with ſome} - an 
of riper years, when they are called up-] ent 
on to be inſtracted, to break our, What] Th 
do you make us children ſtill? we aref 
co0 01d to be catechiſed ; What an ira Taz 
tional 


SID 
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to Family-Inſtrucr10n, 
tional retortion and anſwer this is, we 
ſhall conſider in its proper place ; but 
you, with whom we have now to do, 
have no pretence to this plea. You are 
young, and none of us brought know- 
ledge into the world with him, but we 
muſt ger it. It is not ſo much a ſhame to 
be1gnotant, as tO continue ſo, when we 
have means and opportunities to learn. 
It cannot be expected that any ſhould 
know the things of God, till they be 
raughrt, and youth is the fitteſt time to 
learn, You take it no diſparagement to 


\ Jearna Trade or Myſtery when you are 
' young, why ſhould you think it any to 


learn the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, 


Sett-7. 

You are ſubje@ to ſtronger affe&ions; 
paſſions, luſts, in your youth, and there- 
fore ſhould more carefully lay in provi. 
ſions againſt them. Ir's a great matter to 


abſtain from the fin of youth, 
and, to renounce the vanity 
and folly of it in our very 
entrance - into the world. 
There is a great emphaſis in 
che word, herewithal ſhall a 
Toung - man cleanſe his wy, 


D 


Magnum eſt a vi- 
tis juventutis abſti- 
nere. Amb. in obi- 
ru Valentin, ro. 5s 
P. 107. | 

Grave eft javen# 
cujus ata eft florulens 
tior, Id. 


Plat, 
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P[al.119.9. A Toyng-man, who is inthe 
heat of blood, fulneG of ſtrength, height 
of affe&ions, and many times under the 
erAteſt Jults. It's a hard taske for ſuch 
a one to ſubmit his ear to diſcipline, and 
to conquer theſe corruptions, he had 


need to be more careful to fetch in 


Fretum 


| doleſcen. TRE Hiſtorian calls Youth [| frerum ] a 
tie. Flo- troubled and tempeſtuous Sea, when as a 
rus. l.r. riper age, /is but | Orivm mars: } a quiet 
| ©26. andcaimBay, a fafer Harbor, ina quiet 
| Sea, it is noſuch hard matter to ſteer and 
| Cum ſit govern the ſhip aright, but ina tempe- 
et# lu- f{uous and working Sea, it requires more 
| Pricafie- care and diligence. Youth is a ſlip- 
* NAaVl7 ac 
| reg de- PEry and unſteady age , and bad need 
bet. Lat. of much caution and circumſpe&ion 
to reſtrain, and guide, and fix it. 

or” Upon this conſideration St. 
Lubrice ac per- Ambroſe thus read that 
plexe ſunt vie juven- place, Prov. 35.18 There be 


tutis, non ſolum fra- 
= « : Y R 
| gilitate lubrice etatis three things. which be too: won 


| prolabitur , ſedet ig- aderfull, yea, four which I know 
| norantia mandatorum. not, the way of an Eagle in the 
| Amb. ibid. air, of « Serpent upon a rock , 
the Way of a Ship in the midſt of 
| the ſea , and the ways of a Man in bis 
| Tomth. Therefore David was fervent 
in 
| 


ſtrength, and to arm himſelf againſt ir, - 


| 


&> 


to Family Inſtruttion, 
m this prayer, Remember not the þ ns of my 
YTonrh, Pſ. 25.7. What through the giddt- 
neſs and headineſs of rhat age and what 
through that 1ignorance.which moſt com- 
monly attends it, it is exceedingly apt to 
run intoerror, What is the beſt means 
for a young man to cleanſe and direct his 
ways? why, by taking heed unto thy Word. 
In the ſtrength of this it was, chat 7o/eph 
repulſed the down-right temptations of 
his lewd Miftris, How ſhall I do this Wwick- 
raneſs and fin againſt God, Gen-39.9. It 1s 
this that gives the young man knowledge 
and diſcretion, Prov. 1,4. 


Seft. 8: 
Knowledge when you have attained te 


it, putsan extraordinary luſtre and ho-- 


nor upon you, and of all knowledpe, this 
divine and faving knowledge moit. All 
other knowledge & but blindneſs and ig- 
norance in compariſon of knowing Jeſus 
Chriſt and him crucified. Other know- 
ledge puffs up. but the knowledge of the 
things of God, edifieth. In thole pla- 
ces before mentioned, where God: coms 
manded them to teach their children his 
ſtatutes and his ways, he tells chem 
that this ſhall be as frontlets and brace- 

D 2 lets 
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lets, it ſhall be their greateſt ornament. 
Pſal.r 19, TÞis made David wiſer then his Teachers, 
98, 99, then his Enemies, then his Antients, be- 
| 3c0, cauſe Gods Teſtimonies were his conti- 
nual ſtudy and meditation. What a 
ſweet ſavor did 7eſab leave behind him, 
who at eight years old knew the Lord, 
| © and walkedinthe ways of David his Fa- 
| Samy ther, entred into covenant with God re- 
| hes, formed Religion, deſtroyed Idolatry, and 
f turned not aſide, either to the right hand 
| 2 Tim.3. Or to the left. Whatan honor it was to 
| 24. Timothy that he was inſtruQed in the 
| . Scriptures froma very child? To Obadiah, 
_—_ Thar he feared the Lord from his youth ? 
| am 1.ub;f0 Valentinian the Emperor, that he was 
| ſupra. fo good, -at ſuch an age? How preci- 

- ous are the memories of Edward the 
| _— Sixt . and the young Lord Harrington 
_ _ upon this account? as wickedneſs in grey 
hairs is double iniquity, ſo piety in young 
men is double gilt, its /tke apples of gold 
in piftnres of ſilver. 


SefF. 9. 

Laſtly, You are growing up toward the 
having of children and families your ſelves 
how will you beable to teach them their 
duties chen,if you be ignorant of your own 


now * 


_—_—— 


to Family-Inſtruftion, 
nw ? Ard here let me add froall that 
hath been ſaid before,that it is a ſad thing 
ro ſee young people thrulting themſelves 
into the world, and taking upon them 
the government of Children and Families, 


' who never yet had any acquaintance 


with God, nor know any thing of the 
Principles of Religion ! who are ufually 
very fſollicitous what Portion, they ſhall 
have, what Joynture they ſhall have , 
but never enquire: what abilities they 
have to diſcharge the Duties of thoſe 
Family-relations which they are enga- 
ging to, theſe things never come into 
their thoughts. It was ſaid of Herod, thav 
it was better being his Hog then his 
Child, which may be truly ſaid of ſuch 
perſons; They know how to feed their 
Hogs but not to breed their Children. 
Many men deal worſe with their Child- 
ren then they do with their Beaſts, they 
will be at any charge to have a Horſe ma- 
naged, a Dog or a Hawk well trained but 
not to have their Children taught. They 
would have a good Carter, a good Shep- 
heard, a good Bayliff, what wapes ſoever 


\ they gave them ; but any Schoolmaſter 


is good enough, if he be but cheap e- 
nough, Any drunken vitious Sor, ſhall 
D 3 ſooner 
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ſooner have 'their: Children , and thei 
ood will, then the ſobreſt manand the 
eſt Schollar-in the world, if he will 
reach, that-is, undo them, but three pence 
cheaper. 

Diogenes was wont to ſay, That it was 
better bo ſome mans ſheep then his Son : 
He will provide a good Shepheard for 
his ſheep, bur cares not to whom he 
coz mits tlie tutelage of his Childe. One 
told Hyperjats, an Orator of Greece that 
he had ſent-:his Son to travel, and had 
ſent one of bis Slaves along: with him to 


be his Governor and Tutor in his tra» » 


vels; Its welldone faid he, for now in- 
ſtead: ef : one Slave thou ſhalt receive 
twain. Such [another wife Wiggin , 
brought his: Son to: Ariſtippm, and de» 
manded of him what heſhould: give him 
to read Philoſophy to his Son : Why, faich 


he, you ſhall/give mea hundred 'Crewns : 


Q! faith the other, that will buy mea 
Slave, yes, anſwered Ariſtippus,ſo it may, 
and then thou mailt have two Slaves.one 
whom thou-haſt bought for thy Hun- 
dred Crowns, and another of thy Son, 
whom thou wilt not be at charge to have 
taught, To conclude, take heed, leſt 
by ruſhing> 1nto- a married condition 
without 


| 
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to Pamily Tnſt}nttion, 

withour any ability or inclination t0 

teach thoſe whom God hath: given you, 

you bring our children for the deſtroy- 

er. In ſomeProteſtant Churches there are 

none permitted” to be married, till they 7,4;.. 

have firſt giventheir Miniſter ah account Theo. 

of their knowledge of, and' proficiency Helver.in 

inthe' Do&rine of the Chriſtian Faith. For Dor, 
: 03.544 SOGel $6 

[ Sponſs non copulabuntur,. niſt privatim 

paſtoribus, ſuos in Religione profefius ſatis 

comprobaverint. AC Syn. Nat, Dordre&. 

ſeſſ.. x5. Sent. Theol. Haſfior. juxia fi- 

mew | this want of inſtrution makes 

many Parents deal with their Children, 

as the great Duke of M#/covy deals with 

his Subjeats, who will not ſuffer any of 

them to be inſtruted, leaſt cliey ſhould Mey. 

be wiſer then himſelf; who are by this C94 in 

means bred upin ſuch lamentable igno- AIRS 

rance, that when they are asked any 

ſerious queſtion, fatisfie themſelves 

in ſaying, God and ear Great Dake can 

tell. 

But as Ss/omen ſays, He that cb/erveth Eccle. 
the Winde ſhall not ſow, and he that regar- 114+ 
&wth the clowds ſhall not reap. And the Proviad 
ſlugg ard crieth there ig a Lion in the way. ,, © 
He that hath no mind to any work, will 
never want frivolous pretences and ex. 
D 4 cules, 
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cuſes, to take him off. So in this caſe, 

ſome are apt to plead 

Obj,1. This is a new way, what need this 
trouble now more then heretofore, our 
Fathers were not ſo {tritly held to learn, 
and yet they did well exough; God ſend 
us but to live and dye as well as our 
Fore-fathers, and we need care for no 
more. 

Anſw. 1. No, Thisis no new way; We have 
this very ame and thing , Catecbiſing , 
frequently mentioned and preſt upon 

Pro.22.6 us 1n Scripture. Trazs ap 4 childe in his 
yourh, and in his age he ſhall not depart 

eee fromit. Tram Eu the word is p; ate” 

cere, pri- chiſe , as the margin of our Bibles ren- 
ma docu- ders jt, Teacha ehilde, according to his 
ents de- way, or in ſuch a way and manner as he 

Te Paula- . » 

tim & 15 capable to bear, that is, by little and 


paulatim, little. 
F at ferr7 
Poſſit. Rab.Dav. in lib.Rad. Hence PIN , with them» 


fgnifies, Chatechefis, chateckiſmws, rudimenta, inittatio. 
# Mcrcer in Pagnin. 


w7%;" . A word very uſual alſo inthe New Te- 
Ro ſtament, Lzk, 1.4.7 hat thou mighteſt know 
tt the certainty of thoſe things wherein thou 


Steph. in haſt been inſtrufed.or catechiſed. 4&.18, 


$260: Way 


»” 


pert. 25.T his man(Apollos)was infirutted inthe” 


@Þ-; mM yy gw ,1% w: 
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may inſtruft ethers. And many other 
Texts too tedious to recite; in all which 
places it peculiarly: ſignifies to teach the 
Principles and fundamentals of Chriſtian 


\ Religion (by word of mouth) and there. 


fore this is no new thing. It was a con- 
ſtant praRice in the primitive times, 
who had their Chatechiſts , and their 
Chatechumens, thoſe whoſe office it was 
co inſtrut them who were newly con- 
verted, and but raw in the Faith. Ce. 


mens Alexandrinns (to paſs by others) ©1275” 
who lived near to the Apoſtles, wasa ziſt. Hier. 
Chatechiſt in che Church of Alex.xdria, de ſeripr. 
and upon this occaſion wrote his Pa&da- Eccleſ. 


gogus: Their peculiar office was to in. 
{tru& young Chriſtians in the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, and grounds of Re. 


. ligion, until they were fit to partake of 


thoſe heavenly myſteries in the Lords 


- Supper. The Liturgy of our Church in- - 
joyned that all ſhould be inſtruQed in the 


Faith , and able to give an account of 


it before they were admitred to the Lords 
Table. 


2 And for your Fore-fathers, what 


[ if they lived and diedin ignorance, dorh 


that make ignorance the more excuſable 
| op 


» 


49 
way Of the Loyd. 1 Cor.14. ig. That I 


Heyl. 
Geog. 
Eaſt- 
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or c6nimendable ? 1f they were ſaved; I 


dare boldly ſay, that it was not their ig- 
norance that ſaved them; if they periſhed 
through ignorance, have you ſuch ano- 
ptnion of,” and fove to them and their 


example, that youare willing to go to « | 


hell-with them for company ? This were 
to-do, as I read, that Roboald, onee a 
King in' Weſt-Freez/and did, who being 
overcome by 7 harls the Great, was per- 
ſwaded'by him to' receive the Chrittian 


freixl. in Faith, and the Sacrament of Bavtiſm; 


Germ. 


But being toſd that his Friends and Kinſ- 
folks were in Hell, becauſe they were no 
Chriſtians, neither will T (ſaid he) be of 
tharprofeſion, for I love to' be among 


niy Eindred. How wiſely he reſolved, I | 


teat e you to judpe. 

Obje&.2.Butl am ignorant,and cannot 
arſwer. 

Asſw:. You'had the more need to 
ſearh; , the moſt Jearned was ignorant, 
until' he were'taupht': Ignorance is the 
high road to ruine; and to refuſe in- 
ſtruction 1s not the way to- cure your 
iFnorance , but to continue and en- 
creaſe it. 

Objeft.3. Tam aſhamed. 
 Anſ#; You ſhould never be CS 

0 


—— 
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of doing that which God requires; you 
ſhould. be aſhamed'-of nothing bar ſin; 
areyou aſhamed-'to be good'? are you 

not aſhamed'to be called a'Chriſtian, and 
willyou be aſhamed to learn what Chriſt 
'is, and-what he hath done for your ſoul? 
| Are you aſhamed to follow the examples 

of all Chriftians of all ages? will you be 
aſhamed to go to- heaven ? remember ,,.., 
what itis to be aſhamed of Chriſt and his 3g, 
ways; are you not aſhamed'of yourhl- 

thy ignorance, and will you' be aſhamed 

to uſe the means to'cure it. But yet where 
there is an; uneonquerable' baſhfu 

neſs ( which yet in this caſe ſhould'be la- 
boured againſt )- there may be means 
found to inſtru ſuch in' a leſs publique 

way. 

Objeft 4- But Catechiſing is for chil- 
dren, we are grown up to be of mens and 
womens eſtate 

Anjw. Jt you have notyet learned, it 

us more then time to begin now. Your 
age is no preſciption- againſt a duty that 
God requires: You: ſhonld rather be- 
moan your miſpent youth, and redeem 
> your loſt time,then plead it in Bar againſt 
your future knowledge, do you ever 
intend to learn or na? if not, you will 
| unavoid- 


% 
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unavoidably periſh in your ignorance, if 
you do, then begin while you have time 
and opportunities and means offered 


you. - There be childgen in underſtanding | 
as well as children' in age, and thoſe 
Muſcul. need inſtruction as well, or rather more” | 
inPſ.ig.q then theſe. Of old, not young children 
onely, but thoſe of riper years, if igno- 


rant, were to be catechiſed. In thoſe 
places before inſtanced, they that were 
able to ask a reaſon of every piece of | 
Gods ſervice, were to be inſtructed, and + 
theſe were paſt children. The (Chatechu- 


mens) or perſons to be catechiſed, men- »-} ; 


tioned above, were all ſuch as were con- | 


verted to the faith, whether young or | Tm 
old, in which form they continued till | ,, 
they were fully inſtructed in Chriſtian | ws þ 
Religion, and fitted for the higheſt Or- | ;. an 
dinances. chiz; 
Objef.-. But what is this but to teach þ jedi 
children by rqat (like Parots) what they i th 
do not underitand. Bur 
Anſw; It isnot the bare ſaying of a Go 1. 
Catechiſm by heart, but the underſtand- |, G 
ing it, that we mainly drive at; weſball ooh 
labor to make them underſtand it as far yg, "p 
as theyare capable , though ſome may Ut + 


not beable to underſtand it, others are, 
2. Though 


to Family-Inf#ruffion. 
2. Though they, who are very young, 
can bur ſay it, yetas age and difrerion 
.come on, they will increaſe in knowledg. 
He that now onely learned, may come 
{ ina litcle time to underſtand the meanin 
| on'c: But he will never underſtand, who 

. never learned.. There- hae ſome terms of 
Art, in all Sciences, which the learner 
0- muſt get, though he underſtand them 
not; when he comes to make uſe of them, -* 
Te | then hewill underſtand them. 
of ' Objeft 6. What is this , "but to take 
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nd | Gods work ont of his hand,whoſe work it 
hu- | is to teach, and who hath promiſed that 
en- 1 | in Goſpel times, we ſhall be all ranght of 
OI” | Goa. 
Or |. Anſw. God in this, as uſually in 0- 
till | ther things, works by means, he teaches 
Han | us by the Miniſtery of men. This reaſon 
Or- | is as much againſt Preaching as Cate- | ©" 
chizing. We might expe& ſuch an Ob- 
each Fein from ſuper-Ordinance.men, and 
they * Þ them we would ſuit another Anſwer: 


'But not from them who acknowledge 
Gods Ordinances 4 thoſe who are taughr 
tand- by Gods Miniſters , according to Gods 
ſhall Commands, Rules, and Dire&ions, thoſe 
od teaches. We take not Gogs work 
ut of his hand, but (like his Uſhers) we 
HET, _ teach 


may 10 
S AYC, I 


ough 


Gn, 


3.Branch 


f E 
barter is to preſs all ſorts of people, of what ape | 


4 Serrous Exhortation 


teach under/him:and for him. By this time pt 
( hoepe)you ttrat are Parents and Maſters, de 
ſee the conveniency, excellency,and necel- ; 
hity,of jnftrufting your Families, andChil- |] Fy 


dren,and Servants ſee that it is their duty, | 4: 
and for their great advantage tolearn, , ” | 


I come now to the laſt Rape of my in- q 
tended j journey upon this ſubjet, which oy 


or degree ſoever, to a chearful ſubmiſſion | 
to this neceſſary work of inſtruction in' Pric 
the fundamentals of Religion. Nor that | ” 


Lintend the bringing of the aged to pub; | | wi 
lick Catechizing (though T ſhall ſhew 2a; 
you anon what the "ee ak Churches ge & 
think fit'in this caſe) but that they would | ig 
ſubmic to private perſonal inſtruRion in "5h 


the points which be neceſſzrily to be] | _ 
known for their ſalvation, I eaftly fore- 
ſee the difficulty of the work which I 
have in hand, againſt which fleſh and tai 
blood will undoubredly make head. J , 

For firſt, there is naturally a willing- 
neſs in mens hearts to conceal their mt- 
ſexable ignorance, whereof they would 
not be thought guilty : We delireto hidgy 
our ſpiricual defects as well as our natural}, 
ones, The ignorany as wgil as the pro- up Dr; 
phane 


il- | 


1 themſelves rich, and increaſed with 
| goods, and have need of nothing, when. ſe jam 


atura 
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phane, hates the light chart he may got 
be diſcovered. 

Secondly, We ſhall meet with the bor- 
rid pride (which too often accompanies 
ſuch black ignorance ) of thoſe who 
think T's r00 wiſe to learn; of 
whom I may ſay, asit was faid of ochers 
1n the like caſe ; they might have attain 
ed to a good ſtock of knowledge, if the 
had not thought themſelves wiſe Fad 
too ſoon. There is no greater enemy iQ 


IF 


knowledge, then prcſuming ignorance ; Multi ad 
Pride and ſelf conceit bar the door a- ſaPrentie 
ainſt inſtruction : Thoſe who think *Fie%m 


pervensſ< 


ſent, n1ſe 


they are poor, and naked, and miſerable, perveniſe 
are hardlieſt convinced of their ſad con; putaſſent. 


dition, Rev,3-I7. T{a-37- Ic. Prev.-I2 Is, ; 

Thirdly , The Devil will never be 
wanting with all hi, skill, malice and in» 
tereſt, ro divert or binder a work ſo dis 
fectly tending to the overthrow of his 
Kingdom. We have an efſay of his good 
will to works of this nature, As 19 158, 
20,21. when the word of God began te 
de manifeſted , and to prevail with ſome 


I bring them out of his power, he ſurs 


© pro up Demetrius, who put the people in an 


phane 


uproar 


- Plin, 
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uproar againſt Pax/, where, had not pros 1 


vidence diverted their fury, he mighr 


have been torn to pieces amongſt them, |; 


What between theſe ſeveral oppoſitions, 
which we eaſily forecaſt, and others 
which we cannot fo readily ſee, we may 
fay as Paul did, that we wreſtle not a- 


gainſt fleſh and bloed , but againſt Prin- + 


cipalities, cc. But be the oppoſition 
what it will, Gods mind muſt not be con 
cealed, nor our duties undiſcovered, for 
fear of diſpleaſing the Devil -and his Par- 
tizans. .If it appear not to be Gods 
mind,we leave youto your liberty : bur if 
it be, then whether you will hear, of 
whether you will forbear , we muſt lay | 
it before you. And I hope that God will 
ſo effetually convince you of your du- 
ties inthis particular, that none ſhall be 
able to epen his mouth againſt it, nor 
refuſe it, unleſs it be fuch as apprehend 


| 


not the benefit of it, or wiltully ſhut their 
eyes againſt the clear light of Scrip- 
ture. | 

To ſuch ] ſhall onely propoſe theſe in- 
ſuing conſiderations, which by Gods 
Srace,may ſerve to quicken them to their 
Duty. 


AO 


Seft. 1: 


T 
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ze Set. 1. | 

_ I Tenerance is a damning fin in all + the 

n, | mind without knowledge is nor good it rofIS 
ers darkens the underſtanding, and alienatesxph. 4. 

nay, | fromthe lifeof God, this is one main 18. 

> & ground of Gods controvere apainit alfa. 5-13. 
ri” | Land, whenthey have no knowledge. Ir H9!- 4-1 
400 is a charaRter of the worſt of men, not 10" Boy 

om to deſire the knowledge of his ways * 

, for But it is much worſe in aged-perſons, 

Par * | who have had more time and opportuni- 

_ ties £0 learn. Days ſhrnldi [peak « and the)ob 32. 


. wultitnde of ye-rs ſhould teach wiſdom , 7-9: 

» * | anditisa reproach when the aged do not 

Jay] underſtand. Ar your mouths t'\e younger | .... 
fort ſhou1d- enquire for inſtruction, and , I 


© dut- if you be ignorant, what do they but 1Cor.14. 
AY enquire of an Jdol that hath a moufh' 20- 
and ſpeaks not - St. };hy preſumes that 
hend} thoſe ho are of lk nes underſtand, = 
thei | the myſteries of Religion; 7 have writ 
SCIIP"T ren to you Fathers , beoan{ ye have known 

; him that was from the beginning. | þ>. 
eſe 1n-] 100k for reverence becauſe of your ape, Prov. 16. 
hes but gray hairs are an honor only in the 3*: 


, way. of righteouſneſs, otherwiſe they __ 
| are a reproach to you; for a p oor andEccleſ-4, | 
ef. 1 wiſechild is bertec then an old a;d fooliſh 73: 
E King 
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King that will not be admoniſhed The 
Son of Syrach hath an excellent ſaying 
to this purpoſe, though the Book be A- 
pocriphal, the words are Canonical, 7f 
theu haft gathered nothing in thy youth, 
heW canſt thon find any thing in thine age. 
Oh! hew comely a thing is judgement for 
gray hairs, and for antient men to know 
counſel ? Oh! hoW comely is tbe wiſdom of 
old men, and underſtanding and counſel to 
men of howr ? Much experience ss the 
crown of old men, and the fear of God is 
their glory. What a ſhame is it for men 
to have ſpent the greateſt part of their 
time, and not know the end for which 
they were made, nor (but by roat ) who 
made them ? What an incongruous thin 

it is, to profeſs an expeRation of ſalvati. 
on by Chriſt at your approaching death, 
when you can give no account who that 
Chriſt is, or what he hath done {or you 
more then any other hath done ? To pro- 
feſs your ſelves Chriſtians, and reſolved 
to: die in the Chriſtian Faith, and yet to 
live and die in anutter ignorance of hum, 
and ot the ſaving beneits of his death ? 
What a ſhame would it be to ſee your 
ſelves out-done by your children, who 


ina little time will be able (through Gods 
£77 bleſſing 


= 


- 


to Family-Inſtruttion, 
bleſſing) to give a better account of their 
Faith and Hope then you can, unleſs you 
(who are yet ignorant) will be willing to 
be raught. Wiſdom crieth after you, 
and upbraids you with your aged igno- 

rance, How long yee ſimple ones will ye 
love ſimplicity, and the ſcorrers delight ty 4 We ts 
their [corning, and fools hate knowledge ? * 


| Set. 2. | 
You have reaſon to expect but little 
time more before you are called to your 
great account ; you have but a little time 


moreto learnin. Young men may die, - 


'old men wxft, You have one foot in the 


Eravealready z much of your ſand is-run, 

your day is far ſpent , your ſun draws 

low, and is near to ſetting. You,muſt 

not expect your ſhadow to go back; as2 Kings 
once it didon the Dial of 4haz; nor?***- 
your ſun to ſtand ſtill, as that in thefir- 
mament did in the days of Zoſpua, He Joſh 10., 
who hath rrifled'out the morning, had 22513» 
need to mend his pace inthe afternoan, 

if he would compaſs his journey with ſe- 
curity and comfort. Walk apace while 
your light laſteth ; work hard while you 

ave day, for.the night comes when no man Joh.ig.4, 


can Work. Whatſorver thine hand findeth Ecclef. 
E 2 $9759 
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to do, do it With all thy might, for there 
no work:, nor knowleage, nor aevice 1n the 
grave Whet her thou art going. Now is the 
ſeaſon of getting theoyl of faving know- 
ledge into thy veſſel, if thou would(t have 
thy lamp: ſhine, when the Bridegroom 
Mat.25. cometh.Hethat openeth his ears to diſct- 
Job35.12 pline ſhall ſpend his years in profperity ; 
RE: but he that will not hear (and obey) ſhall 
— fall by the ſword (7-4.miferably) and ſhall 
dye-without knowledge: Thoſe who af- 
te& ignorance, ignorance ſhall be their 
raine.” It's a heavy curſe when God pives 
up 'them who refuſe inſtruction, to dye 
without knowledge. Above alttake heed 
| of putting off rhis-buſineſs ro a further 
"Ix -.,, time; Gods time is the preſent time , 
COYMIN — . 
precept, T0 day if you will boar my woyce- Irs good 
doing Gods work in Gods time. Procra- 


Parce 


ey ſtination and purting off our -duties to 
ſemper another day, is'the great bane' of ſouls. 


l[uHatur Many relolve to learn whar's needful for ' 


cum dxm-ſalvation, and to dv what's needfal to be 
_ done, bur hereafter: art preſent (they 
have ſome other fmal occations.to m3 row 
isa new day, they have time enough be- 


| Cras PX forethem. O but deceive not thy ſoul, 
fret, Idem 


cras fiet ; jam cras heſternum hew ! conjumpſimus 3 ecce 
aliud cras, egerit hos annvs. 


Perfjus. ; 
with 


V 
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y with a falſe account, to day is thine, tO 

76 morrow is not.” Wilt thou miſyend that 

\e time which thou haſt, and difpoſe of 

T- that which thou mayſt never live to ſee ? 

{- Thou mayſt be dead before to morrow, 

m or if thou hve, yet thou wilt be putting off 

FP the work till ro morrow ſtill : ro'mor- 

' rew hathnoend , every day hath a mor- 

all row behinde it, whither, when we have 

ali } caught the trick on't, we ſhall caſt all 

if our buſineſs. - He that puts off his buſi- 

ir neſs tillro morrow , will ever 

es come a day behinde his work: Fruſtra ſefabere 
ye | , as the hinder wheel of the cam 
ed Coach, though it movesasfalt ,, ©... 7 inane 
er as the former » YET it REVECr ſecunds. 1d. at.5- 


"a catches him, it is behinde till : 

od There is no greater unpediment to a 
ra- S004 life, then negleAing the preſent 
to ſeaſons, to reſolve what we will do ro ; 
als. morrow. Delays do not onely loſe time, 
for | , bucrender us more unfit every day then 
be other for our work. If to morrow bea 
1ey | | convenient time, how much more to day, 
row that thou mayſt go on to morrow, and 
be- not while it offto the third day. | « av- 
on! ELCY TUPLPIEEY TAU [46,1).0) oWte3y, FC. Arrian- 


ecce , E pitt. 1.4 C.12- 19 fine | 


E.3 SeT. 


2 Pet.3+ 
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Set. 3. 
The beſt Chriſtians zre capable of im- 
provement. Iam well aſſured that there 
are divers amongſt you_ who are (in your 


proportions) well inſtrued to the King- | 


dom of heaven, who are grown menin ' 
Chriſt, and able to render a good ac- 
count of rhe hope that is in you, yet ſuch 


-pught not to withdraw themſelves from 


this neceſſary work. 

I. Becauſe your withdrawiwg would 
be a pretence for thoſe to refuſe, who 
have moſt need of inſtru&tion. Others 
will mga to that knowledge which 
they have not, when they ſee that your 
knowledge is an excuſe for not ſubmit- 
ting your ſelves to Gods ways 

2. Of all men you have lealt reaſon to 
refuſe it ; of all Schollars they ſhould 
be ready to ſtand forth to trial, who 
are beſt able to give an accouut of the 


ſpending of their time. It is the Banck-* 


rupt onely who is afraid of having his e- 
ſtate looked into. 

;. He that hath moſt knowledge, hath 
yet many things to learn. There is a 


growth, as in Grace , ſo in the know- *] * 


ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt 


mt an —_ A Gd eos. 60S Ano .DTc.m a wa wo As As t6+ an Md, fans gHN 
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Chriſt. Though Timerhy was inſtructed , Tim.3. 
in the Scriptures from his very youth , 15. 
yet he was to give attendance to reading 1 Tim.4. 
and meditation, and to continue in ſo do- 15: 

ing, that his proficing might appear to 

all. Inthe Scriptures, a Lamb may wade, 

and an Elephant may ſwim. There is q, , 
meat for {trong men, as well as milk for 12. 
Babes. There be ſome eaſier truths for 

the leſs learned, and ſome harder to ex- 

erciſ> the underſtanding of more know- Eph. 2. 
ing mn. Our Chriltian Faith is a ſpiri- 22. 

tual building, where it is not enough to Heb. 6.1. 
lay a good foundation, butro go onto 
perfection. The faith of the Theſſalo- ! Thell. 
ni4ns was ſuch, that it was a preat ſup- 3*'* 
portto Pax/in Iis aflitions; but yer 

there was ſomething lacking in their 

fairh, which he deſired to ſupply by per- 

ſonal inftrucion. 

Burt ſuppoſe your knowleds to be mere 

then iT is, yet you may want quickening 

and livelineſs ro the exerciſe of your 
knowledge; [r8» ſharpens iron,and the conn” 

tenance of a man hu friend; as by whet- Prov-27+: 
ting one iron againlt another, that which *7: 
was dull gets a better edpe: So by familiar 
and friendly conference ( eſpecially with 
tl.oſe whoſe knowledge is greater} your 
parts 
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parts grow. more vigorous and ative. 
The Jearnedeſt men! may gain much by 

diſcourſe and imparting themſelves, one 

to another , 4f they could not add to 

one anothers khowledge, yet they may 

warm one anothers hearts. Holy con- 

ference 1s a great 1mprovement both of 
parts and piety : Every Chriſtians experi- 

ence may (I preſume) ſeal thistruth, we 
often meet with good old Chriſtians , 
whom, though we be able to teach, yer 

we have from them ſome ſuch favory 

ex: reſlions as much affe our hearts, and 
quicken us to oar Duties. There be 

many advantages which an humble Chri. 
ſtan may gain by his frequent and fami- 

liar diſcourſes with his faithful Paſtor, 

be{ides the encreaſe of his knowledpe, 
winch yet is no {mall nor contemptible 
beneit. Apolos himſelf, thon:h mighty 
iathe Scriptures learnt much by conter- 
ence with e4qmila and Priſciia. 


Set. 4. 

There be very many duties . which 
God require- of you in your particular 
ſtandings and reiations, which you are 
altogecher unable to diſcharge, till you 4 
be throughly ialtructed in the bulinels 
of 


al 


4 


to Fam: F.It YAcTit a 
of Religion, Your ſeveral Relations * 
juto which God hath caſt you, have their 
ſeveral Duties to which you are ob» 
liged, 

' In your Families you are Husbands , 
Wives, Parents, Maſters. and to the dit- 
charge of every one of theſe Relations 
aright, there is need of much holy $kill. 
Prophane perſons never heed 41t, igno- 
rant-perſons cannot perform it, they can 
neither -pray with them, nor tor them, 
nor inſtru&, nor corre them according 
to the mind of God, which they are ig- 
norant of. 

As you are members of civill Socie- 
ties, you have Duties to perform, which 
you can never do arighr, till you do them 
upon Scripture grounds, and have jearn- 
ed to obey for conſcience ſake. 

As you are members of a Church, 
and are in Brotherly communion with wax. x8. 
others ; there be duties too of admoni-15. 
tion, in{truction, exhortation, ec. which 
will ſeem uncouth, and be unfeaſable till 
your mind beenlightined, and your hearts 
warmed w.th this heavenly knowledge. 
Men may make a great noiſe and flouriſh 
in the world, who have really little or 
no worth in them. Bur the truetrial of a 

Chrilti- 


ROo.13.5, 


$6 A Serious Exhortation 
- Chriſtians excellency conſiſts much in the 


faithful diſcharge of the duties of his 
particular Calling and Relations. 


Set. 5. 
Chriſtians are bound to this mutual 
and reciprocal act of teaching and ex-"' 
x Theſl. horting one another, of building up one 


Fro 4, another in the faith of the Goſpel ; as 


” Heb.10, you are bound to inſtru&t and exborr 


25. others ſo to ſubmit to the inſtruction and 
admonition of orhers ( though private 
Chriſtians) how much more ſhould you 
be ready to. learn ef thoſe who are ſer 
over you in things appertaining to your” 

+ fouls, and admoniſh you , whom you 
ought highly to prize for rheir works 
ſake The Apoſtle urges this argument 
tnthat 1 Thefſ.5 12,13. 


Soft. 6. 
1 Per.3. ' You are bound to render a reaſon of 
15, the hope that is in you, to every one' 


that asks it, Not that it is expeRted that 
- every Chr.ſtian be able ro give an exact 
-account of every article of Faith, and 
of all the ſubtilties that are about it; or 


that he is bound at all times, 1n all places, /} ' 


in all companies, npon all occaito $10 
| S1VC 


| 


- Five an account of his faith and hope to 


he is fairly called thereunto , 


In ſuch caſes, he ought boldly ro make 


' Faith. 
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every captious Queſiioniſt , But when 
and the 
glory of God, ard the good ( and con- 


rmation) of his Brethren requires 1t. 


profeſſion of his Faith, and to defend it Lok 12. 
by all the arguments he can, though ir 919+ 
ſhould bring him into trouble. How rauch 

more ready ſhould you beto do ir, to 

thoſe who enquire 1nto your faith, not At.1g.8 
to betray, nor perſecute you , but to 
infiru&, eſtabliſh , con'irme you, and 

9 ſupply what is lacking in your 


Set. 7 

The want ef this is the reaſon why we 
have ſo many titular Chriſtians, who en- 
joy the name of Chriſtians; bur are utter- 
ly ignorant of the myſtery of godlineſs, 
itis an unſeemly and unwor- 
thy thing, that we ſhould be _ nd/gniſſimum eſt 
me Rhys of his Laws and Or- TS __ | 
dinances, whole Diſciples we ju tamen nomine v5 
would be reckoned. I ſhall profeſſione cenſe- 
Sive you my meaning in the 7. Bulling. in 
words of a late learned Mini- * F< 3-5 
iter of our own, now with God; who 


having 


A Serious” Exhortation 
2xvins admired 'Gods goodneſs in giving 
2s the gtorious Goſpel, which hath now 


to long ſhone ſo clearly amongſt us , 


coes on to bewail, that after ſuch -rich 
18joyments of the means of knowledge, 
there ſhould be ſo many thouſands a- 
mongſt us, who being askt a reaſon of 
the hope thatis in them, cannot ſp:ak 
tollerable ſenſe, why they are Chriſtians 
rather then profeſſed Infidels: That there 
ſhould be whole Pariſhes who cannot 
afford one wife word toward the defence 
of our moſt holy Profeſi1>n; that many 
who will take it very ill if they be not ac- 
counted as good Chriſtians as the belt, 
ſhould think no otherways of Chrilt.then 
ſome do of St. Patrick, and S.David,and 0s 
ther of the Saints of cheir own Countries. 
He goes on to bemoan that diſmal fog of 
Popery, which doth yet darken this 
I{land; Popery, which few men think of, 
viz,. that blind, abſurd, implicite Faith 


_ of believing 45 the Church beheves. 


There is not ( faith he) a pin to chule 
between him that believes in groſs what 


the Church of E»gl4nd beieives, and him 


that beleives as the Synagogue of Satan, 
the Church of Rowe believes, if neither 
know any thing explicitly what either 

| Church 


to Family-Inftrutton, 
Church believes. And concludes to our 


E9 


© preſent purpoſe, I ſee-no hope but the 


Colliers Faith will have the greateſt nume 


- ber of Profeſſors, whilit accurate Cate: 


chiſing of all ſorts of people, which did , 6 
ſo much good in the * Primitive times ©9891110 
G& ſcien- 
is {0 generally neplefied: te Chr. 

i GG Evangeli olim Chriſtians populo multo perſpe&ior 

fuit quam hodie. Id. ut ſupra. 
Sebt. 8. 
You cannot with any colour of reaſon 

expect to be made partakers of the ſeal- 

ing Ordinances withour knowledge-; 

this 15 one main thing wherein the crial 

'of your fitneſs is to be made, whether or 

no you difcern the Lords body. If you 

eat and drink without knowledge, you 

eat, it undiſcerringly : if you eat un- 
diſcerningly, you eat unworthily; and 

it you eat unworthily, you eat and drink , Coq; x, 
your own damnation. In the Synod of 

Dore it was thought fc, that all that 
brought their children to baptiſm,ſhould 

e1Ve an account of their faith and know- on 
ledg before their children were baptized, reftis Bap- 
and that none ſhould be & witneſs at the r7ſmi, , 
 baptizing of an Infant, who were not &c- 
'fir{t- examined concerning the nature of 

that Sacrament, and the Office aad Du- 


Ty 


A Serious Exhbrtation 
ty ofa Witneſs. - And for the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper, they judge that 
none ſhould be admitted to it, but thoſe 
who firſt make a publique profeſſion ef 
their Faith before the whole Congrega- 
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admittetur, niſfs qui D:Arinam Chatechc- 
ticam probe teneat, & fides ſne rationem 
coram tot4 Eccl:fia prblice reddat. Ju- 
dic: Haffio, Theol: ] Our Liturgy en- 
joyned, not onely Parents and Maſters to 
cauſe their Children, Servants and Ap- 
prentices, to attend d ligently and obe- 
diently upon publique Catechizing, until 
Rubrich they had learned the Catechiſm appoint- 
for Con. Ed; but alſo ſtrictly fordids to admit any 
firm. to the Commu-ion, until ſuch time as 
they could ſay the Catechiſm, and were 
confirmed. Tgnorance as well as ſcandal 
was ever reckoned a bar ſuſhcient to keep 

from the Sacrament. 

Se. 9. 

at#-2o, Miniſters are to take care of all the 
28. Aflock, over which God hath made them 
} . Overſeers; Elder people are either mem- 
bers of the ſeveral flocks or no ; if nor, 
then theſe are as ſheep without a ſhep- 
heard. if ſo, then they are not to exempt 


themſelves from that care which we = 
© - 


tion. | Adcane Diminice uſum, nemo | 


' times, when Gregor7p Noziene: Ambroſe, 
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obl'ged to take of the whole flock. The 
ſheep which withdraw themſelves from 
their ſhepheards care, are manifeltly ex- 


poſed to the worrying of the ravening 
Wolf. | 


Se. 10 * 

Miniſters are to give an account to 
God tor their people; which when I,., 
ſeriouſly conſider, I profeſs my ſinews,, ' ” 
are looſened, and my joynts tremble , | 
to think what an account we have.to 
make to God. TI have Jjometimes won: 
dered at the ſelf. denying modeſty of thoſe 
and others, being called to be Biſhops, ge 
hid themſelves, aud fled away from ſuch ,.;jared 
high imployment. Burt when I ſadly con- before 
ſider che weiz ht of the Miniſterial im-their | 
ployment, and the account that muſt be Works- 
Sven to God for the flock, 1 wonder 
that more. do n»t flie from it. And if 
they mult give an account to God for 
you, 1t 15 but reaſonable that they take 
an account of you. God hath made us 
Stewards in his houſe, it is a great honor, 
but withal a great truſt. If a Noble 


' man will exa&t an account of all the bu- 


linels of his family at his Stewards hands, 


= —_—— ——— — — —  ———— —— 


as 
"2 


x Theſl. 
2.19. 


Iſa. 8.18. 


Gen. 33, 
5. 


A Serious Exhortation 
it muſt be neceſfarily implied, that others 
hall give up their account to him, elſe 
how ſhall he be accountable to his Lord ? 
If we mult be called ro an account for 
your proficiency, we may juſtly call you 
ro an account about it. 
would help us to give up our account, 
that we may do it with joy and not with 
erief, for that will be unprofitable for 
you. A thriving people are (here) a Mi- 
niſters crown and joy, and will be much 
more ſo, when he 1s to-give up his ac- 
count in the day of Jeſus Chriſt. What 
a comfort will it be when God callsa Mi- 


niſter ro reckoning for his imployment, 


if hecan bring with him many precious 
ſouls, wh.ch he hath by his Miniſtery 
converted, {trengrthened, confirmed, and 
can ſay in the language of the great 


Shepheard of our fouls, Behold, here am | 


I, ani the childre» which the Lord hath 

1Ve3n me. 
Eſan d1d Facoh, Who are theſs with thee? 
he can chearfully anſwer as faceb did, 
T hele are the children that God hath gra- 
ciouſly given to thy ſervant 1nthe exerciſe 
of his Miniitery. 


On the other hand , what a grief will 


it be to a Miniſter when God ſhall call 


O that you, 


When God ſhall ask himas , 


him 


ts Family- Infiraion, 


him to- arf account” of his employtmetit), 


that in the bitterneſs of his ſpiric: he 
muſt return ſuch an anſwer as this, Lord, 

I have preached-in vain, I have labored 
in vain, I haveſtretch <> out my hands all 
my life lonp to a rebellious people: 
have ſpoken to them the great things of 
thy Law,butthey have accounted them a 
vain thing : I wonld- have healed .them 
and they would not be healed, I would 
have gathered them, and'they would not 
be gathered: I have piped to theryrand 
they have' ftidr danced; have mourned: 

for then. but they haye not wept - I have 


' laid thy Law before them, 'but they have 


not 'trembled : 1 have preached : the 
Goſpel t6 them, bur 'they have- not be- 
leived. ? Lord! choukrioweſt how I have 
daily bended my knees'to thee in prayer 
for them; T have ſpent my ſtrength and 
time in predchius to them : I have watch- 


, ed for-them when they ſlept, and labored 


night and day to bring them to the know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt : -T- would have in« 
truRed them ; burthey:would nor leatn, 
but they have continued proudand pee- 


. Viſh, and ſtubborn, and ignorant, and re- 
' faſe inflruction. 


'Good friends, take 
heed and be well adviſed, ſuch an ac 
=” count 
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4 Serivdr E xlart ation, 
corfort,nert9 a peoples profit, ;. 


ben 004ut 924 I SERVE. 2555 
Synod.ofii. The .Concurreti ;tonſent of all Prote- 
Dort.ſef. ſtant! Jtvines, Bot-enely fingly confider- 
15 "*ed-and{ diſperſed { which would be too 

rediqus to rectts): Hat as united into: one 

body, »1 the mo{t comfiderable Aſſembly 
that bath' been of the Proteſtants ſince 
the Reformation: ; Where, thqugh ſome 
thought. it would: be a difficulzwork tg 
liringantieot: people to be: pyblickly ca- 
techized ; - efpectaHyrin the firſt; ſetting 
this unuſual work 'en-foor, unleſs they 
would - voluntarily. ſubmit- : themſelves 
thereanto; yet-they all agree in this, 


contantly preſent: at the publique Cate- 
chizingtheir Children and Families, that 
ſo' they may the--better take notice of 
their” proficiency, and' know how. either 
to; encourage or teprehend them accord- 
ingly, and be hereby the better inabled 
@:teach them themſelyes in private. And 
further, that they ought to ſyubmir them- 
lelyes to trial, if not publique (as ſome 
noble perſons had done, to the great ad- 
vantage of the Church of God) yer hes 

L133 riley 


thati:!Parenmts and. Maſters ought to be: 


to Family Inſkrution, 
they would be content to learn in pri- 


vate ( which is all that we now preſs, 
and) which they all conſent, we may ex- 


.a& when they come to have their chil- 


dren baptized, or to be made partaker 


\ of the Lords Supper. | 


Seft. 12. 

It was thepraftice of the Miniſter of 
the Church of £mpdey, oncea year to vi- 
ſit every houſe, to exhort Parents, Chil- 
dren and all the Houſhold to their Du- 
ties, and chiefly that. they continued in 
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Thid. 


the duty of catechifing. St. Auſtin Was x, ye. 


and privately, in particular private 
houſes ,. as he could meet with occaſion 
to inſtru his people. | Docebat ac pre- 
aicabat publice &* privatim, in domo, & 


- wont to teach publickly in the Church, Aug. c.7. 


in ecclefia, verbum Dei. ] It's a frequent , 46. 


expreſſion of the Apoſtles that he taught 


& 5. 42, 


them in the myſteries of the Goſpel, not & 20.2a 


/ onely publickly, but from houſe go houſe; 


he taughy them not onely in the Temple, 
at their general meetings, bur from houſe 
to houſe, 1n private too, as opportunity 
was offered him : Private, domeſtical, 


\ perſonal inltrution is neceſſary and ex- 


ceeding uſeful, whilſt ic is done in ſubor- 
dination and ſubferviency, ' not. in oppo- 
''ÞF 2 ſition 


A Serioms *'Exhortation 


ſition to the work of publick teache 
ing: But by the way, thoſe words | fon 
houſe to bouſe | ' may bear another ſenſe. 
The Church of God at 7ern/alem, was 
now ſo great, and the members of it ſo 


Beza in many, that they could not meet in one » 
Act.2.46. place for the fervice of God, and the 
»4) 51297. participation of Ordinances: That Mo- 


ther Church ſent out (as it were) Colo- 
nies; they divided themſelves into more 
Congregations, which met at ſeveral 
places, houſes,and ſo the Apoſtles preach- 
ing from houſe to houſe, might be but his 
taking care of, and inſtructing theſe ſe-» 
veral new planted Churches in the do- 
Qrine of the Goſpel. Bur 1 pals that. 


Sef.13. 

How many have made ſad complaints 
againſt their former Miniſters that they 
wereignorant, and unable, or lazy, care- 
leſs and;pegligent in inſtruting themin » 
the wardthar tend to life? 1f.now they 
may have help and means that way, by 
ſuch as beſeech them ro accept of their 
help; if now, I ſay, they refuſe, neglect, 
and contemn that motion, it will be more 4 
then ſuſpitious, that it was not out of 

conſcience and deſire to be better 1n- 


truged 


tiruced_ that they ſought- their removal, 

but for the revenging of ſome old grudge, 
or for the obtaining of ſome baſe. car- 
nal, ſordid, temporal advantage of their 
own. Where ſuch rotten principles ſet 
men on work. it is no wonder that they 
remain as bad as ever. _ It is juſt with 


' God to render that Miniſtery unſucceſ- 


ful ro them, who never ſought it for the 


ſubaxing , but for the gratsfying of their 
luſts. | 


Seft. 14. 

The ſaving knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt 
will enable you to undervalue all theſe 
"ſublunary things , and makes abundant 
recompence fer the want of them. The 
wrmer of theſe is clear from the Apoſtles 
judgement and practice, who contented 


himſelf with the knowledge of Jeſus * ns 
Chriſt as with the richeſt treaſure, yea, © : 


he counted all things but Loſs avd dun for Phil. 3.8. 


the excellency of the knowledge of 7eſus 
Chriſt eur Lord. The latter is as mani- . 
felt as the former, in this, that when 
others comfort themſelves in their corn, 
and wine, and oyl , when they plory in 
their Houſes, Lands, Friends, Revenews, 


\Rents ; he whoſe ſoul is enlightned from 
| £3 above 


_ 


above, can glory in the Lord, and inthe 
knowledge of his Name ;, which over- 
weighs them all. When the King of 
$p4ins Herald ( its a known ſtory ) had 
proclaimed all his Maſters ſwelling titles, 
King of Spain, and Aragon, King of 
Naples and Ferafalem,e&c. The King of, 
Fyraxce his Herald anſwers him, by pro- 
claiming - his Maſter as often King of 
F» ance, King of France : intimating that 
that one Kingdom of Fraxce, was worth 
all the Dominions of the proud Spani- 
ard. When carnal men have crackt of 
all their earthly Priviledges, preroga- 


tives and enjoyments, they all fall ſhort, . 


& 4 :7of this ineſtimable treaſure of k»owin 
und'Y ' God, and him whom he hath ſent, his Son 
one eſs (rift. The Philoſopher could en- 
#2316>. courage his Scholfar againſt the vaunts 
&. Arri-of wicked men in their worldly enjoy- 
an-Epi%. ments by bidding him put his Philoſophy 
'4+©:5- jn the ſcales againſt them all,if thou had{t 
nothing (faith he) to lay againft their, 
enjoyments, thou art miſerable indeed, 
bur if chou haſt the knowledge of Philo- 
ſophy, thou haſt that which is more 
worth then all their enjoyments: How 
much rather may we ſay fo, of the ſaving; 
knowledge of God in Chritt , if thon hal 
that, 


| 


| 


. 


5 


things bear no proportion. -, 


how | S:&.'ty. 
It will be-a leading example', and 'a< 


chat, thouhaſt thit"t$ Which aff earthly 


AY + 


© to fubmmic* cHemfelves to- learer, 
when they fee their Parents and Maſters 
not difdatt to be inftry&ed. Infetrors 
tive more by the Fyz then by the £4, 
they rather obſerve what you do your- 
ſelves, then what. ypu command theth 
eo dot Ff the examples whith you' fer be- 
fore them be ſpeckled and' ring ſtreaked, 
(their praiſes will be fich too, it will 
little avail any of you; ro command'yonr - - 
familres to be ſober, when -they ſee you 
frequently reeling and drunken; ro com- 
mand them'not to ſwear, while hey hear 
you daily fwearing - and” blaſpheming; 
ro command them to” obferve the Sabs« 
bath, whilſt you prophane it; to be 'ca- & 2x ia 
rechiſed, whilſt you your. ſelves hate int 12s Tis 
ſtruction.  Zyaw, yer child, when he eng 
compared the ſtri&neſs of the education > | 
of the Perſian youth, with the drunker-,;} 7- 
teſs of the' 01d Conrtiers,' could ral higmcre, 
Grandfather Aftiages, .T hat they Fony> XKenop.de 
manded the Tonth oxe thivg, bat #1 Vee Oar: 
F 4 quite : 


yu enconragement'ro chofeunder yohr 
' Charge 


& ju" Contyar ? themſelyes x We have Vere 
eftmres of Subriety readiae's , 14s 
( ſaith he) your Jtamgering tonguey, and 
ſtumbling » feet proclaim your Dranken- 
Tudg:12. 79/s.. The beſt way to make them good 
7 who. are under your charge, is. to give 
them, good example :. If there de any , 
thing worſe then, other in your behavior, 
they are apteſt to pick out that for their 
"I imitation ; Abraham was an eminent 
Gen. 20 ſervant of God, both for his faith and 
obedience, the greateſt failure we finde 
in him, was in his diſſembling: (to fay no 
worſe) when he denied Sar4bto be his 
Wife. And yer we finde //aak,, -who, | 
was a good man, culling out this fin for 
his imitation, and ſinning after the fimi- 
litude of Abrahams tranſgrefiion.; fo 
aptare we to follow the evil that 1s ſet 
before us. It concerns you much to take 
he.d what examples you give, ſeeing your 
| children are fo apt to write after the 
: copies which you ſet them ; when you , 
your ſelves ingage in that which is good, 
and then ſay.to your families as Gideon 
did to his Sauldiers, as you ſee me ao, 0 
do | 5ee,, then there's ſome hope of-anet- 
+, / fecual reformation. Inferiors ſuffer them- , 
> \;{glyegcabily to be bound by thoſe laws, 
od Lab I which 


Gen, 26, 


Pa 0 ,.,,+n + HH , A ww A&A 


by his Precepts and Example endeavor tO' gy 


which they! ſee obſ:rved by thoſe that 
made them: poſh have them readily - 
obedient to thy commands, when they 
ſee thee praRizing what thou enjoynelt 
them, It was the reproach of Appiza 


that he forgot the Law of his ow 


' Appits , 
N Tucretie 


; making, and that he who had expelled Regum, 


T arquin for a rape, himſelf committed j#ris quod 
one. Fompey was famous for giving '2* COvu 

X : poſuerat 
good rules, but as infamous for breaking 


oblitus. 
them firſt himſelf. E1or. lib. 


I. C.24. 
In commune jubes, ſi quid cenſeſve tenendum, Primus ipſe 
fubi. Claud. Prius diſce, qui doces. Lanct. 


When a Father or a Maſter of a Fa- Sarum 


mily doth truly fear God, he will both Oe" 


bring his whole houſhold to the know- Tb 


ledge and obedience of God too : but Vid. Muſ- 
if he be a wicked perſon himſelf ( what. *% Ffa- 
foever commands he may lay upon them) Tet 


/ hiscorrupt practice will hazard and in- 


danger the ruine of them all. Mind that 


place in foſbua well. 1] and my bouſe will Toſh. 24. 
ſerve the Lord, it 1s not 1, without my 15. 
houſe ; a good man would willingly bring 

all, eſpecially thofe of his Family, to hea- 

ven with bim ; nor is it iny houte with- 


our 


dut' me ; T' am contented” "that 'th 


This is all one, as if one ſhould fa) 


to heaven, but for my ſelf , I am 
reſolved to g0 to hell: Bur it isI and 
my houſe; I will enjoyn them no more 
then I will do my ſelf; IT ſhall walk be- 
fore them by mine own example, but] 
will not leave them to their own choice 
whether they will ſerve God or no. It's 
a pernitious liberty which ſuffers men to 
be either of no Religion, or of a falſe 
one. You muſt provoke them to this 
good work, by doing it before them, or 
elſe they will be apt to think, that 1t is 
onely a device to keep children in awe, 
but not a duty neceſſary to falvation. 


Thus havel according to the grace of 
God fgiven me, endeavored to perſwade 
you to lay the foundation, whereon the 
Fabrick of your ſalvation 1s to be raifed, 


very man take heed how he builds there- 
uponi;f anyman build upon this foundati- 
2 Cor. 3. 0h, wood, hay, ſtubble , his work ſhall be 
19,1,12 burnt with fire, but ifany man'build pods 
ſilver,precious {tones, his work (hal a ww, 

rr an 


ſhall know and ferve him, bur TI will not. 


| Y » 


I am willing that my Family ſhould 


Other foundation can no man lay let e. - 
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and he ſhall recerve a reward, You | 
ſeen the ſad inconveniencies which 
tend the negle& of this work, and the. 
great advantages that accrew to thoſe 
who exerciſe themſelves init. Profit is a 
ſpur to Piety : Moſes his eying the re- 


\ + compence of the reward, quickened 


him in his Duty. The Lord give you 
underſtanding in all things , that you 
may know where your intereſt and 
Sreatelt concernment lſtes! And now 
(Brethren) I beſeech you by the tender 
mercies of God, by the precious merits 
of Jeſus Chriſt, by all that is dear and 
precious to you, that you ſuffer this word 
of Exhortation to. prevail with you, to 
the performance of -your reſpe&+ve Dag * 
ties | God will have much glory,and your 
poor Souls will one day find the comfort 
on't. And as for me, it will bean abun- 
dant recompence of this and all othey 
pains which T have taken amongſt you, 
\ 1fT may find your hearts more and more 
inflamed after theſaving knowJedg of our 
bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as he is re- 
vealed in the Goſpel 


Finally, what remains, but that T com- At. 20. © | 
mend you to God, and to the word of ** 


tis Grace, which is able to build you up, 
and 


and 'to- give you an inheritance, among 
them that are ſanified. Humbly | be- 
ſeeching the God of prace , that brought 
ag ain from the dead onr Lord Feſwa( brift, 
that great Shepherd of the ſheep, throuy 
the blood of the everlaſting Covenant, that 
he would make you perfett in every good 
work. to do bu Will, working in you that 
which is well pleaſing in his ſight, thromgh 
Jeſus Chrift, to whom be glory for ever 
ard ever. Amen. 


READER, \ 


— 


Re” 


READER, 


Here remaining ſome ſpare 
room , and meeting with this 
| P 


ſhort Catechiſm , uſed hereto- 
fore , to the benefit of many 
Chriſtians, by that eminent and faith- 
ful [ervant of Chriſt, Mr,Robert Lill 
late Miniſter of Campden, I thowg 
fit to annex it here, 4s ont of a deſire to 
promote thy ſpiritual good, [6 to teſti- 
. fie that reverend reſpef# which I bear 
to the memory of that worthy Perſon 
now with God. 


CR 


Twelve Queſtions and Anſwers, fit 
to be learned and underſtood, by 
all thoſe who deſire worthuly. to 
communicate at the Lords Table, 


Quelt. r. | 
; Hat is the Ground of your. cim® 

| ing to receive the Lords Supper ? 
* An(w. B@taule it is an Ordinance 
which Jeſus Chriſt hath appointed in tis 
Church, 


Church, for the ſpiritual good of every 


true Member of it. 2 
Q 2. What is:that ſpiritual good Chriſt 
bath appointed it for & Pe: 


A. Hehath appointed it, as for a ho- : 
ly remembrance of himſelf, fo for a ſpe-4 Þ /þ, 
cial means to confirmthe faith of every hi 
true. Beleever inhim. T%y "Y 
-'/Q. 3: What need" you or any. man be- 
lieve wu Chriſt ? fat 

A. Yes, I, and all men are finful both 


by Original and AQualſin, and muſt die Ke 
e:enally, ifthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt do not | 
ave us, which he will not do unleſs wes | 4 

beleeve 0n him. + | F 


Q 4. How can you conceive that the the: 
receiving of Bread and Wine, ſhould be a ran 
means to confirm Faith ? rene 

A.-Yes, Becauſe as they are a ſign of - 


C hriſts Body and Blood, fo they are a "L 
feal ts confirm a ſpecial part of the Cove- We 


nant between God and a Beleever, and \ | ,/ , 


to-pive him an intereſt 1n it. A 
Q. 5. What 1s the ſpecial part of the he ca 
({ ovenant, which it both confirms and con” [ome 


wveys to a Beleevey ? -I'6 
A. That by Faith, as he ſhall have his pg", Q 
fin pardoned, and Gods favor recovered, | 
which is ſigned and ſealedin Ge” 
- ou. 0 


-ſo inifteding on him by Faith, he ſhall be 


nouriſhed and preſerved in that eſtate un- 
to Everhſting life, | 

Q. 6. Hath every one that receives, this 
£0» firmed end conveyed to him ? 

A Yes, every one that hath Faith, if 
(he come nor unworthily,! for ſo he may 
hinder his own ſpiritual good- 

Q.7. May a Beleever come unworthily { 
. Yes, inſome ſort, if he do not care- 
fully perform his Duty as he ſhould, both 
befere he receive, in receiving, and after 
receiving, ſanRifying them all þy prayer. 
Q. 8. What is the Duty that aChrifti 
muſt do before he receive ? 
' A, He muſt duly examine himſelf, whe- 
ther he have Knowledge, Faith, Repen- 
tance, Obedience, Love, and carefully 
renew them all ſo oft as'he;cometh to re- 
ceive. þ 

Q 9. Haw may he know by his exami- 
nation whetber he hath theſe Graces yea er 
ho ? 

A. By this Rule, every one of them, if 
he can truly ſay, that his Performance is 
ſome , his Endeavors are more, his De- 


| (re IS infinite. 


' Q.10. How # 4 Beleever to renew theſe 
Graces ? 


* An p | 


"BO 


A. In laboripg to ſee the imperfeRions 


-of them, in ſeeing them to bewail them, 


confeſs them, crave pardon for them 
with a holy reſolution to redreſs them. 

Q. 11. What 5s the Duty which a Be 
leever maſt do in receiving ? 

A. Tn beholding the Bread and Wine! 
thankfully to diſcern the Lords Body ,, F 
and by faith to receive them as the ſeal 
of God; that by his faith he ſhall bepre- 
ſerved in Gods love, and that they as in- 
ſtruments of God exhibit it to him. 


.-..Q 12, What 1s the Duty that a Beleever | 


wuſt do after receiving ? | 

A. As to'remember rhe Covenant © 
made in receiving, | and continually. to 
wakeuſe of it , foto rementber himſelf, 
whether he have received 'that ſpirituil 
comfort to be hadin it, if he have, to be 
thankful and make uſe of it;- if not, to 
fearch out the cauſe and be humble for it. 


bh þ 


leans,r.Baleares, p.21.1.11.for Efones, r.Eftones,l. 25. 


READER; 


E pleaſed to corre theſe Errata's ere 

you read the Book ;, -becau[e many of 
them marr the ſenſe ; the literal ſlips, eſpe- 

cially in the Margin, are leſs conſiderable, 

Jou may mend them as you read, 


werds are miſplaced in the beginning of eactt 
ine, in the 24. for thorough r. in ſome meaſure, in the 
25.for in ſome meaſure, r. thorough, p.14.1.179.r. in & 
wrack. p.16.1.19. r. they will find. p.1t1.1.5. for Be- 


Pi 12.Line 3. for would, r.worlds, line 24.25. the -- 


for vari, r.vare, P-33- 1.22. for what, r.which. P53» 
1.6.for be,r.he,1.7. tor ber.be, p.71.c, Greg. Nazians 
&ene. 1.22. for Eynus,r. Cyrus. Eh 
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